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69*^  year  of  His  late  Mqjesty^ 


Intituled,  "  An  Act  to  secure  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
INFERIOR  DISTRICT  OF  GASPE', 
in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their 
lakds."  . 

The  said  Report  laid  before  the  House  of 
Assembly  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
in  Chief  on  the  twenty^eighth  day  of  Fe- 
bruaryi  1821. 
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^M-H'-'    ^^    ^    Castle  OF  sf.  LEWIS, 

Quebec,  dthJuncy  1819. 
Gentlemen, 

IN  addition  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Bill, 
passed  in  the  last  Session  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  under 
"which  you  have  received  your  appointment  of  Commissioner* 
to  investigate  the  claims  of  persons  to  lands  in  the  Inferior  Dis- 
trict of  Gaspe,  I  have  received  His  Grace  the  Governor  in 
Chief's  commands  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
Fisheries  in  the  said  District,  and  to  require  your  opinion  as  to 
the  most  probable  mode  of  affording  encouragement  for  promot- 
ing the  same  ;  to  take  a  census  of  the  population  of  the  said 
District,  and  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  Agriculture  thereof^ 
the  iiature  of  the  soil,  and  its  various  productions,  the  general 
quality  of  the  unsettled  lands,  the  places  best  adapted  to  the 
location  of  settlers,  the  state  of  the  Intemal  Communications, 
and  places  most  in  v«rant  of  highv^ays  and  roads,  &c.  and  in 
general,  all  such  information  as  may,  in  any  wise,  tend  to 
the  pu^ilic  utility.     ,,.,..  ..„,,,, 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

,'  f  Gentlemen, 

.iw  •  v !  uf  >i^=ii  -JD'iiv-  Your  most  obedient  servant, 


'  «■  ,*  I  '''■•:%      t 


The  Commissioners  for  Claims, 
District  of  Gasp^. 


(Signed) 


J.  READY. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
OF  Dalhousie,  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over 
the  Province  of  Lower-Canada  and  its  several 
■\   "  dependencies,  Sfc.  Sfc,  ^c.  j^  i,  jj 

Mai^  it  please  Your  Excellence/,         '       \;%1  "    "'     ' 

WE  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  \irtue  of  an  Act  of 
the  Provincial  Parliament  of  the  fifty-ninth  yeatr  of  the  reign 
of  His  late  Majesty,  George  the  third,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to 
*'  secure  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Inferior  District  of  Graspe  in 
**  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  their  lands,"  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  His  Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond,  Governor 
in  Chief,  signified  to  us  by  letter  from  Mr*  Secretary  Ready,  of 
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CHATEAU  St.  LOUIS, 

Quebec,  9e.  Juin,  1819. 

Mbssieurs, 

EN  addition  aux  instructiong  contenues  dans  le  Bill  passd 
dans  la  dernidre  Session  dii  Parlement  Provincial,  en  vertii  du« 
quel  vous  avez  €ii  nommds  Commissaires  pour  faire  des  recher- 
che.s  touchant  lesjpr^tentions  de  diverses  personnes  4  des  terret 
dans  le  District  Inii^rieur  de  Gaspig,  sa  gnke  le  Gouverneur  en 
Cfaef  m*a  ordonn^  de  mppeller  votre  attention  k  T^tat  des  p£ch€»*.^ 
ries  dans  le  dit  District,  et  de  demander  votre  opinion  relative* 
ment  aux  moyens  lee  plus  convenables  d'en  encourager  Tagran- 
dissement.  De  &ire  un  Recensement  de  la  population  du  dit 
District,  et  de  constater  f  ^tat  de  TAgricuhure  d'icelui,  la  na- 
ture du  Sol  etses  diverses  productions  ;  la  quality  gen^rale  des 
terres  qui  neliont  pas  ^tablies;  les  lieux   les  plus  convenables 

fiour  r^tablissement  des  Emigrans  ;  I'^tat  des  Communications 
nt^rieures,  et  des  lieux  qui  ont  le  plusbesoin  de  grands  chemins 
et  de  routes,  &c.  et  en  general  toutes  telles  informations  qui 
pourront,  en  aucnne  manidre,  tendre  a  Tutilit^  publique. 
t       vi   '  ,  J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre, 

,.^f .    ,  f ;  MeB<^ieurs, 

Votre  tr^s-ob^issant  serviteur, 

'        tSignd)  J.  READY. 

Aux  Commissaires  pour  des  Pretentions, > 
. ;'    District  ae  Gasp^.  5 

-M  *>••  A  Soft  Excellence  le  Tr^s- Honorable  IcComte  Dai." 
ifOusiEj  Gouverneur  en  Chef  de  et  pour  laPrO' 
vince  du   Bas-Canada,  et  ses  diffe rentes  dipen^ 

***&****  «M  ,    dances,  Sfc,  Sfc.  Sfc»  '»*f  ♦^i  . 

Qu'ilplaise  ii  Votre  Excellence,  ^^,  ;^y^l#^^       '  ' '' 

NOUS  les  Commissaires  hommds  en  vertu  d*un  Acte  du 
Parlement  Provincid  de  la  cinquante-neuvieme  ann^e  du  rSgne; 
de  sa  feue  Majesty  George  Trois,  intitule,  "Acte  pour  assurer" 
**ie8  habilans  du  District  Inf^rieur  deGaspe  dans  la  possession 
"  et  jouissahce  de  leurs  terres,"  en  ob^issance  aux  ordres  de  Sa. 
Grfice  lefeu  Ducde  Richmond^  Gouverneur  en  Chef,  qui  nou«'' 
ont  M  signifi^  pat  un6  letlife  de  M.  le  Secretaire  Ready,  -eik 


the  9ili  June,  1819,  of  which  a  coj)y  is  herewith  annexed,  di- 
recting UH,  in  addition  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  to  give 
our  attention  to  the  Btate  of  the  Fisheries  in  the  said  District, 
and  requiring  our  opinion  as  to  the  most  proper  mode  of  en- 
couraging the  same ;  to  take  a  census  of  the  population,  and  to 
ascertain  the  slate  of  Agriculture  in  the  said  District,  the  nature 
of  its  soil,  and  its  various  productions,  the  general  quality  of 
the  unsettled  lands,  the  places  best  suited  for  the  location  of 
settlers ;  the  state  of  the  internal  Communications  and  places 
most  in  want  of  liidiways  and  roads;  and  in  general,  all  such 
information  as  might,  in  any  wise,  tend  to  the  public  utility, 
have  now  the  honor  of  submitting  our  Report  on  those  subjects 
to  Your  Excellency,  independently  of  the  Report  which,  agree- 
ably to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  said  Act,  we  are  bound  to 
make. 

To  fulfil  the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Grovemment,  it  is  in  the 
firstplace  necessary  to  give  a  geiieral  statement  of  the  District 
of  Graspd,  which  will  be  ueen  in  the  annexed  census  and  statis- 
tical table,  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  uij^est  through  the 
liberal  and  ready  assistance  of  divers  respectable  and  intelligent 
persons,  resident  in  the  District ;  and  is  as  coirect  as  the  times 
and  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made  would  admit,  and 
may  convey  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  state  of  that  District,  and  of 
the  Fisheries  at  the  several  places  therein-mentioned.    <••-••     i 

The  District  of  Gasp6,  extending  from  Cftpe  Chat  in  the 
River  St.  Lawrence,  to  Cape  Rosier,  and  from  thence  along  the 
coast  to  the  River  Risti^ouche,  at  the  hea  i  of  the  Bay  des  Cha- 
leurs,  cpmprchending  Gaspe  Bay  and  the  North  Shore  of  the 
said  Bay  des  Chaleuis,  including  some  excellent  harbours  and 
secure  roads  for  anchorage,  is  a  country  of  agriculture,  fisheff 
and  trade,  which,  with  some  encourajjement,  may  ultimately 
become  of  much  importance  to  the  Province,  and  one  of  its 
most  considerable  Districts.  With  respect  to  climate,  the  Bay 
des  Chaleurs  has  much  the  advantage  of  Gaspd  Bay  and  the  ac(- 
jacent  coast  pf  the  River  St.  Lawrence.  The  soil  is  in  general 
of  a  good  quality,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  plaices  in  the  Bay 
des  Chaleurs,  from  Port  Daniel  to  New-Richmond,  an  extent 
of  twenty  leagues  or  thereabout,  the  country  is  level  and  the 
soil  of  an  excellent  description ;  the  other  parts  of  the  District 
are  less  level,  and  in  soine  place?),  as  at  Marta  and  Carleton,  the 
land  rises  into  lofty  mountains,  esjpecially  along  the  St.  Law- 
rence, from  Cape  GaspC  to  Cape  Chat,  where,  however,  it  is  at 
somep'  ces  intersected  by  ricn  vallies,  abounding  with  wood. 
The  Bay  of  Gaspe  and  .particularly  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs  are 
susceptible  of  the  most  improved  Agriculture,  and  have  in  thi» 
resp^t,  a  decided  superiority  over  tp<p  Island  of  Newfoundland 
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dUt^aoOe.  Juii>,  ]8ld,  dom  eopie  e«t  cf-anrt<xee,  hbiisoridofl- 
nant,  en  adilition  aux  provisions  du  die  AcCe,  de  porter  notre 
attention  A  i'^at  des  Fdch^ries  dans  le  dit  District,  et  deman- 
dant noure  opinion  quant  aux  moycns  les  plus  propres  k  los  en- 
courager;  de  iS^w^  im  Recendement  dc  la  population,  et  de 
constater  1  ^at  de  1*  Agriculture  ddtns  le  dit  District,  la  nature  da 
sort  Sol  et  ses  diterses  productions,  la  qualit^^  g6n^rale  des  terres 
«[}ui  ne  sont  pas  ^tabKes  ;  les  lieox  les  plus  proptes  a  I'^tablissie^ 
mentdes  Bniigram;  Fe tat  des  Communications  Int^rieures  et 
des  lieux  qiri  o>n«  le  plus  bcsoin  de  grands  chcmins  et  de  routes ; 
et  en  g^n^ral  to*ntes  telles  inforrrratrons  qui  pourfontf,  en  aucune 
mani^re,  leiidre  k  rutiht^  publique,  arons  actucllcment  I'lion- 
neur  de  so^imettre  notre  Rapport,  rtur  des  objets,  ii  votve  Excel- 
lence, imdependamraenl  du  Hoppoft  que  nous  sonimes  oblig6a[ 
de  faire,  duiivant  la  quinzl^tne  section  audit  Acte. 

Pour  rempfir  le*  teeux  du  (jfouVcruement  de  8a  Maj£st^,  it 
est  neceS8air€,|>rdrai<irem€n(,dedonner  un  ^latg^n^ral  du  District' 
de  Gai»pc,  que  Fon-  iruuvera  dans  le  llecensement  ct  la  table 
siatistiqueci-annex^s^  que  Tassistante  pfompte  et  llb^i-ale  de  p!u« 
steura  pei'8onn«s  respecvabl^  et  intclHgtfntes  du  District  nous  oaf 
mis  en  ^tat  de  r^diger,  et  qui  sont  anssi  corrects  (\iiie  le  terns  et 
les  Cfrco«itanci>3  sous  lif^qtrels  ils  ont  ^t^  fails  ont  pu  le  per^ 
mettre,  et  qui  poiirront  donner  une  id6e  asse^  correCte  de  Tdtat^ 
die  ce  District,  et  des  PdcFiertim  des  dirers  Kenx  y  iYientionn^»'' 

Le  District  de  dasp^,  qui  s^^nd  dn  Cap  Chat,  dails  le  Fleuve^ 
Si.  Laurent,  ati  Cap  Rosiet,  et  dela»  \e  lun^  de  la  c^te  h  la  Ri^' 
Yidre  Ristigottche,  au  commcncetn«rtt  de  la  Baie  dfcs  Ohaleurs, 
cofnppenant  la  Baie  de  G»sp^  et  le  nvage  Nord  de  la  dite  Baie 
des  ChakuTS,  y  compris  qnelqu<es  hdrres  fort  boils,  et  des  rades 
pmur   mouilUr   «n  dfriet6  ;  est   irn    plays   df'AgricuIture,    de 
Fdcherie  et  de  CoiMmerce,  quK  aYec  quelque  4nco\iragement^ 
pourra,  par  la  suite,  dew nir  d  tme  grande  impovtancc  a  la  Pro* 
vince,  et  Fun  des  plus  considerafefes  de  ses  Districts.     Uefative* 
ment  au  climftt,    la  Baie  des  Chaleurs  a  beaucoUp  d^ataiit^ge 
Rur  la  Baie  de  Gaspe  et  les  cOtes  adjaccntes  du  Fleuve  St* 
Latiretit.     Le  Sol  est  en  general  d*une  bonne  qualite.     Dans  la 
Baie  des  Ohaleurs  k  I'excepiion  de  quelques  endroits  depui»  le 
Fort  Daniel  iusqu'ati  Nouveatt  'Richmond,  espace  d*eriviroi> 
Tingt  lieues ;  le  pays  e«t  dfe  uftveau,  fel  le  Sol  est  d*une  qualite 
excelVoMe.    Les  auti'es'  parttes  du  District  sont  moins  de  niveauj^ 
et  ei»  quelqves  lieux,  te!  qu'&  Maria  et  k  Carletofi,  la  terre  s'cfeve 
r  it  is  at  j  einnowtagnes  tr^s-hawtes,  snrtout  le  lon^  du  8t.  (jaurent,   de- 
th  wood.  1  puis  k  Cap  Gaspd  jusqu^ati  Cap  Chat,  oiV  n^anmoins  elTe  se 
leurs  are  itrouv»en  quelques  lieux  ctoupi6e  par  de  tiches  \all(<es,  abori- 
reinthia  ldaniese!tb<ii3«    La  Baie  de  Girsp^  et  priliicipalement  la  Baie 
mndland  IcksCUalewFB,  9o»t  susceptfiWes  rfe  hr  ptu?^  gmndfe  amelioration 
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and  the  l&lan4s  ia  the  Gulf.  The  iniprofement  of  the  District 
will  principally  depend  on  the  attention  which  its  inhabitants 
bestow  on  the  cultpi'e  of  the  soil^  and  the  encouragement  thev 
inaV  find  i  ^  its  pursuit.  The  Fisheries  may  occasionally  fail, 
atiu  the  consequent  decline  of  trade  would  materially  prejudice 
the  District,  unless  it  contain  within  itself  sufficient  I'esources 
fer  its  own  subsistence.  For  the  establishment  of  Emigrants, 
np  part  in  Canada  ofiers  such  immediate  resources  of  livelihood 
as  may  be  derived  from  the  Fisheries.  It  is  a  &ct  worthy  of 
noti<;e  that  in  the  year  1816,  when  the  lower  parts  of  the  rro- 
vincfe  were  affficted  with  a  ikmine  ft  om  the  destruction  of  the 
Iiarvest  with  frost,  no  sdch  inconvenience  wa»  experienced  at 
Paspebiac,  nor  at  aAy  other  place  within  ^e  level  tract  above- 
mentionod.  We  are  of  opinion  that  tp  establish  these  parts  for 
ttie  purposes  or  Agricult^re|  it  would  be  expedient  lo  divide, 
and  s^b4iyi4«,  sucn  pai'ts  of  the  Distrvcta&  are  susceptible  of 
impiiovem^t,  iniQ.Tpwr^hiip  a^d  .l^tts,  which  w;ould  soon  be 
takei^  up  by  th^  natives  of  (hf  Province,  and,  by  the  British. 
Eiittffiv^nts.  The  i^tablishment  of  an  Agriicultural  !^iety,  as 
in  otner  District^jjWjqujd,  with  some  pu^ic  assittiance  and  ju- 
dicious man^geipenti^  on  the  part  of  its  meowersk,  essentially 
prpjmpte  thq  Agi^cuUnre  anfl  general  we?We  of  the  District.— * 
The>(due^9xecution  of.tUe  road  jlaws  and  moderate  legislative 
aid  in  t^p«e  cases  which  ttie  road  laws  do  not  reach,  would  also 
much  contribute  to  its  orosperitv.  Tp  thif  subject  we  shall 
ag^in  mor^  particularly  aqvei[t;  in  the  present  report  The  total 
wa^t  Of  I^ublic  Notjaries  and  Xand  Surveyors  iu  the  District,  by 
who^e  pi;pf|^ipnara#sistfinpe  ipany  fiimily  differeiices  might  have 
beeh adjusted,, is,  we  consider,, opyecavise among  others,  which 
may  tiave  cc>ntribute4  to  i*j^|ard  ih»  improvement  of  the  Dis- 
trict i  and  ijt  may  he  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  some  in* 
ducemcnls  ought  npt  to  be  afio^ded  to  persons  of  character  and 
capacity  to  be  exclusively, deypled  to  these  profession!  to  settle 
in  this  District.  -ktm^U'.  J 
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^The  staples  of,  the  trade  c^ the  District  &re  fish  and  oils ;  that 
is  to  say,,  ^reen  t^nd  dried  ccJ^fis^,  salmon  and  herring,  whale 
and  co^  oik.  The  most  coiisiderable  of  the  fisheries  is  the  cod, 
which  commences  in  May  kod  lerminates  in  October.  It  is 
principally  carried  on  in  open  bargee  of  eighteen  feet  keel,  each 
conductea  by  two  fishermen,  wm>  daily  go  to  the  distance  of 
three  or  four  nules  from  the  land  to  iish*,  Theie  are  not  less 
than  6^  bai'ges  employed,  in  thi>°  4^  nner  alon^  the  coasts.  This 
fishery  is  also  distinguished  into  bummer  ^d  tall  fisheries.  The 
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clans  ragricultiire,  et  ont,  k  cet  ^sard,  .une  superiority  decide 
surrile  de  Terre-Neuve,  et  sur  ks  Isles  du  Golfe.     L'am^lio- 
nitlon  du  District  i^pendra  principaleuient  des  soins  que  ses  Ha« 
bitans  donneront  k  la  culture  du  Sol,  et  h  rencburagement  qu'ils 
rencontreront  dans  leurs  travaux^    Les  Pficheries  peuvent  quel- 
(jtiefois  rnanque.r,  et  le  manque  de  commerce,  qui  en  seroit  Ip 
r^si|1.t^t,  pjri§judlcieroitessentiel1ement  4  ce  District,  s*il  n*avoit 
pas  en  lui  m^me  des  ressources  sufiisantes  pour  se  soutenir. 
Quafit  a  rdtablissement  des  Emigrans,  il  n^y  a  aucune  partie 
du  Canada  qui  puisse  leurfoumir  des  moyens  aussi  imm^diats  de 
gagher  Leur  vie  que  ceux  des  Pdcheries.    II  est  un  &it  digne  d^ 
remaiY}ue  que,  dans  I'annde  1816,  lorsque  les  patties  les  plus 
basses  de  la  Pjrovince  furent  en  proie  a  la  fimiinepar  la  destruq- 
tion  des  moTslohs,  occasiortn^e  par  !a  gel6e,  nispcbii^  ne  sjp 
i-^sentit  hullement  de  ce  nialheuti',  non  pais  qu*aucuh  ^utre  lieu 
au  inome  niVeau  ci-dessus  mentidhnc^.    Nou^  somnpes  d*opinion 
que  pour  eiablir  r<^  paities,  |i  ^essein  cjl*y  fa|re  prpsp^rer  rAgri* 
culture,  i'l  seroit  ndcessaire  de  divis^er  <^X  sujbdiviser  lespartii^du 
District,  qui  sont  suscieptibles  d*arn6li.ofati9^,  en  Towi^shipset 
en  Lots,  queles^ffabitans  de  1^  Province  et  les  Emi^raps  Bq-. 
tanhiqiios  prendt'bient  bieri  ylte, '  L*j§tablissement  d*une  Soci^t^ 
d*Agricuiture,  tel  qu'ejtablidans  le«!  autres  Districts,  avecun  peu  t 
d'assiFitaiice  piibtlqne  et  u^e  conduitejiidicieusede  la  part  de  si^s 
membres,  avanceroi^  essenii^llehi^ht  TAgriculture,  et  feroit  je  ' 
bien-^tr^  gdrijgral  du  district— JjadujB  execution  d©  j'ficte  ^es 
chemii)^  ft  ni>  peu  d*aide  de  la  L^gi!>Ia,ture,  d^ns  les  p^jp  qiuii  ne  ' 
sent  pfiks  preyus  (^ans  I'Acte  des  chemins,  contribueroi^nt  aussi  . 
beauconp  4  saprpsperit^j.     Nous  reviendions  plusparticuli^re-  ' 
ment  a  pe  sujet-dans  le  present  Rapport.     Le  manque  total  de  " 
Notaires  Publics  etd*A rpenteursdaifis.ee  District,  qui  auroiei>t 
pu,enleur  (^ualite  proFessionnelfe^  r6g!er  le^  differends  qui  ex- 
istent dans  Ids  ^[nille>«,  etit,  suivant  nous,  une  des  causes  qui 
peuvent  avoir  ^'ontribui6  k  retarder  ram^lioration  du  District ; 
etil  sproit  peut-6tre  4-propos  de  considerer  s'jl  ne  seroit  pa«»  ne- 
cessaire  d'interesser  quelqups  personnes  ^e  caract6re  et  de  talens, 
afin  de  les  engager  a  s^^tablir  d(Bii)s  ce  District,  pour  y  ^uivre 
exdusivement  ces  professions. 
Le  Commerco  prihcipai  d^e ge  Dijstrict  est  le  poison  et  Thuite, 


Octobre ;  on  la   fait  priticipaleirtent  avec  des  Barges  ouvertes 
de  dix  huit  picds  de  quille,  chacune  est  condiiite  par  deux  ' 
pdcheurs  qui  vont  pScher  li  la  distance  de  trois  ou  quatre  milles ' 
de  terre.     II  n*y  a  pas  moins  de  680  Barges  employees  de  cette 
mani^re  le  long  de  la  c6te.    On  distingue  cette  Pecne  en  P^  ^^^^ 
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form.er  is  by  &r  the  mostx:onsiderabIe,    The  cod  iisUery  is  also 
can'iedon  in  small  craft  o**  vess«ls^which  proceed  to  greater  distan- 
ce? than  the  barges  IVoin  land,  and  fish  for  several  days  at  a  timd 
oh  the  neighbouring  banks.    There  are  teo  or  twelve  vessels  of 
this  description  belonging  to  the  District,  nianned  with  from  six 
to  ten  men  each,  tluis  employed  for  about  two  months  in  the 
9ummer  season.    They  who  fish  in  barges,  for  the  most  part, 
form  &sortofcorpp,rinei-ship  for  the  purpose,  one  party  taking 
charge  of  the  boating  business  while  the  other  is  cnarged  wii5 
the  coACcrn  on  shore,  the  former  provides  a  man  to  assist  him 
\j\  fiSfhlng  und  managing  the  barge  and  furnishes  tlie  fishing 
gear,  the  latter  receives  the  fish  ashore,    splits  and  prepares  ijt 
ft),  salting,  fhrnishes  the  salt  and  the  flakes  and  stagea,  where  ijt 
is  cured  and  dried  by  him.    A  barge  makes  in  th^  course  of  a 
season  from  15Q  to  SOO  quintals  of  dry  fish  ;  this  Is  disposed  of 
to  the  traders  who  visit  the  coasts  cr  Who  are  settled  in  tiie  coun- 
try,, some  of  whom  also  carry  op  very  extensive  fisheries.    The 
far  greater  part  of  th^  choicest  fish  is  sent  to  the  south  of  £hi 
ropcrr-a  quality  is  exported  to  the  West-Indie^  as  well  as  to 
(Quebec — that  for  the  European  market  is  invi^riably  of  the  first 
quality}  white,  smooth  and  well  ^nd  cleanly  cured  and  dried— 
,tnat  for  the  West-Indies  apd  Quebec  markets  ^3  of  a  secondary 
quality.    The  cod-flsheries  employ  about  eighteen  hundred  per- 
sons of  both  sexes,  of  whom  about  five  hundred  are  men  who  go 
thither  for  the  season,  from  the  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
.and  below  Quebec.    The  whoV  product  of  the  cod-fishery  may 
be  estimated  at  about  fifty  thousand  qulntab  of  dried  fishand  ten 
.:^,thpusand  quintals  of  green  fish,  with  about  twenty  thousand 
gallons  of  cod  oil  which  is  sent  to  Quebec.    The  fishermen  are 
occasionally  employed  at  the  herring  fisheries ;  which  while  firesh, 
;  are  useful  as  bait  ^r  cod  fishing.  About  four  thousand  barrels, 
,,^hs  well  smoked  as  pickled,  aie  annually  sent  to  Quebec.    The 
Halmon  fishery  is,  in  part,  carried  on  along  the  sea  coast,  but 
principally  in  the  the  rivers,  the  chjef  of  which  is  the  nisti-. 
gauche ;   the  north  side  of  this  river  is  in  this  Province,  the  opt 
posite  shore  belongs  to  New-Brunswick.    The  annual  product 
.  of  the  salmon  fishery  in  the  Ristigquphe,  formerly  amounted  to 
three  thousand  barrels ;  at  present,  the  whole  amount  of  the 
^  sahnon  fishery  throughout  the  District,  is  estimated  at  httle  if 
j^'any  thing  mora  than  twp  thousand  barrels.   This  fishery  is  car* 
.1^  ried  on  by  persons  who  are  not  eng^d  in  the  cod  fishery;  the 
^l^^almon  is  exported  to  Quebec,  Halirax  and  the  West-Inqieit 
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d'Et^  etd*Autonnc ;  laprttroike  est  beaucoup  plus  cqnsiderable. 
is.  P£che  k  la  Morue  se  fait  aussi  avec  de  petits  B&timens  ot| 
Bateaux  qui  vont^  une  distance  beaucoup  plus  ^loign^e  de  terre 
que  les  Barges  et  qui  p6chent  pendant  plusieurs  jours  de  suit^ 
surles  Bancs  voisms.    Ihy   adix  ou  dpujseVaisseaux  deceitf) 
description  qui  apparticnnent   au  District  qui  portent  de  six  4 
dix  iiommes  chaque  et  qui  sont  ainsi  employds  pendant  environ 
deux   mois  dans  VEt^.     Cetix  qui  p^cnent   avec  des  Barges 
fornient  ordinair  ment  une  esp6ce  de  SQci^t6  k  cetefiet,  Tun  se 
cbarge  de  l*ouvra^e  relaiif  k  la  Barge,  et  Tautre  se  charge  de 
pelui  que  Ton   fait  i  (erre.     Le  premier  prend  un  hommepour 
lui  aider  X  pecher  et  k  conduire  la  Barge  et  fournit  ce  qui  est 
n^cessaire  pour  pficher.     L'au  tre  re^oit  le  poisson  a  terre,  le  tran- 
che   et  le   pr^par^  pour  le  saler,  fournit  le  sel,  les  claies  et 
les   ^chaduids   oi\  il  rassaisoime  et  le  ^it  s^cher.     Dans  le 
fcours  d*une  saisou  une  Barge  &it  de  150  il  303  quintaux  de 
Morue  s^che.    Elle  se  vend  a  des  Marchands  qui  pareourentla 
cdte  ou  qui  sont  ptablis  dans  le  pp,ys,  quelques  uns  d*eux  font 
mduie  aussi  des  pSche;*  trds  considerables.    Jj^  majeure  partie 
du  Poisson  de  la  meilleure  quality  se  transporte  au  Sud  de  TEu- 
rope.    On  en  cxporte  une  quantity  aux  lies  Occjdentales  aussi 
bien  qu^a  Quebec.    Celui  qui  est  destin6  a\i  March^  Europeen 
est  invariablement  de  la  premiere  qualiti^,  blanc,  tendre,  bien 
assaisonn^et  bien  sec.     Celui  qui  est  pour  les  marches  des  lies 
Occidentales  et  de  Quebec  est  d'une  quaiite  secondaire.     La 
pdche  k  ta  Morue  employe  envirqn  dix  nuitcens  persoimesdes 
deux  sexes,  dont  environ  cinq   cens  sont  des  horamesquis^y 
rendent  des  Paroisses  des  environs  de  Qu6bec,  et  ^u  dessous 
pour  y  passer  la  gaison.     On  peut  eyaluer  le  produit  total  deU 
pd(^he  k  la  Morue  a  environ  cluquante  mille  quintaux  de  poisso^ 
sec,  et  dix  ipille  quintaux  de  poisson  vert,  avec  environ  vingt- 
mitle gallons  d'huile  de  Morue  que  Ton  envoye  d  Quebec.     Les 
Pdcheurs  fbnt  de  terns  en  terns  la  pdche  au  hareqg,  qui  tant 
qu*il  est  fi'als  leur  sert  d'appftt  pour  pficher  la  Morue.    On  en 
enyoye  aiinuellement  k  Quebec,  environ  quatre  mille  quarts 
tant'fumes  aue  sal^s.     La  p^qhe  au  Saumon  se  fait  en  par<p 
tie  le  loug  qu  Rivage  de  la  Mer,  mais  particuli^rement  dans 
)es  Rivieres,  dont  la  principale  est  la  Riviere  Ristigouche.    jLe 
cdt6  Nord  de  cette  Rivierre  appartient  k  cette  Province,  et  le 
Rivage  oppose  appartient  au  nouyeau  Brunswick.    Le  produit 
annuel  de  la  pdche  au  $»v)moi)  dans  la  Riviere  Ristigouche  se 
raontoit  autrefois  k  trqis  mille  quarts.     Maintenant  on  pense 
que  le  montant  total  de  la  p^che  au  Saumon  dans  tout  le^District 
ne  va  gu^res  au  delii  de  deux  mille  quarts.    Cette  p^che  se  fait 
par  des  personnes  qui  ne  soni  nuliement  engag^es  dans  la  peche 
a  la  Morue.    Le  Saumon  s'exporte  d  Quebec,  a  Halifax,  et  aux 
Ilea  Occidentalles. 
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•*'*  The  wliale  fisliery  is  cnriied  on  with  some  success,  by  a  few 
active  and  enterprising  inluibitantS/of  Graspe  Bay,  who  are  al- 
most exclusively  employed  in  this  kind  of  fishery.  Four  or  five 
lart^^e  schooners,  manned  eucii  with  from  eight  to  twelve  able 
and  skilful  persons,  are  occupied  in  whaling  during  the  summer 
roortths.  This  business  yields  about  eighteen  thousand  gallons 
of  oil,  which  is  principally  sent  to  Quebec.  The  number  of 
hands  employed  in  reducing  the  blubber  to  oil,  preparing  casks 
and  other  incidental  labour,  may  altogether  amount  to  about; 
one  hundred.  This  valuable  fishery,  so  peculiarly  favored  by 
Great  Oritajn,  and  o.  a  nature  so  well  adapted  to  the  mutual 
interest  of  the  mother  country  and  the  colony,  we  feel  i„  our  du-' 
ty  particularly  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 


tjjferds  of  MxWdii  square-rigged  vessels  kre  annually  tm-r 
ployed  in  the  export  of  dried  fish  to  the  south  of  Europe;  most 
of  these  vessel;)  are  built  in  the  District,  and  are  of  the  first  clas^ 
of  Mfei-chahts*  ships.*  Upwards  of  fifty  small  vessels  are  conr 
slktilly,  during  the  summer  months,  employed  in  the  coasting 
tr^de,  and  from  thence  to  Quebec,  Halifax  and  tlw  West-Indies v 

■*  It  i<?  asserted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  that  the  cod 
a^d  salmon  fisheries  diminish  annually.  In  fi^rmer  years,  three 
hundred  quintals  of  dried  fish  might  be  realised  per  barge,  at 
present  it  is  with  much  exertion  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  are 
obtained.  This  diminution  they  attribute  to  various  causes ; 
principally  to  the  great  number  of  American  bankers,  who,  by 
splitting  their  fish  and  casting  their  offal  over-board,  draw  the 
cdd  from  the  coasts.  This  is  greedily  devoured,  and  in  addition 
to  th^  inconvenience  above-mentioned,  impoverishesand  destroys 
the  fish  by  the  great  quantity  of  indigestible  bones  adhering  to 
the  oflfal ;  from  experience  this  supposition  seems  to  be  well 
founded  :  during  the  late  American  war,  when  the  American 
fishermen  were  excluded  fiom  the  Gulf,  the  cod  fisheries  along 
the  coast  were  unusually  productive :  since  the  war  and  the  re^* 
turn  of  these  fishermen,  they  ha  ve  sensibly  diminished.  , 


4i 


^  The  Salmon  fisheries  decline  so  rapidly  as  to  give  cause  to  ap" 
prehend  their  total  annihilation  in  a  very  short  time,  unless  im- 
mediate Legislative  provision  be  made  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of;  this  kin^l  pf  ^\i  by  the  ftlftrming  abuses  committed. 


"41? 


15 


Quelques  Habitans  dc  la  Baie  de  Qaispc  actifs  &,  ^ntrepretkhxB 
font  avec  quelque  succes  la  pdcheu  ia  Biileine,  ilssontprefiqiMf, 
exclusivement  employes  4  ce  ^enre  de  pdche,  il  y  a  quatre  i,  cin<| . 
^'osses  Got^lettes  cofiduites  chricune  par  huit  i  douz^  personnes 
fortes  et  experiment^es,  occupies  a  la  p6che  a  la  Baleiiie  pendanfr 
TEt^.  Eile  produit  environ  dix-huit  mille  gallon^  d'huile  que. 
Von  envoye  principalement  'it  Quel)ec.  On  pent  compter  1«. 
nombre  de  personncs  employees  k  laire  Thuile,  a  preparer  les 
quarts,  et  aux  auires  travaux  qui  en  d'epertdeat  a  environ  uti. 
cent-  Nous  concevons  qu'il  est  dc  notre  devoir  de  rtfcommander 
principalement  a  la  considemtion  favorable  de  votre  Excellence 
cette  Feche  importante  si  particuli^rement  favoris^e  par  la 
grande  Bretage,  et  si  bien  adaptee  par  sa  nature,  k  Tinterdt 
nuituel  de  la  m^re  patrie  et  de  kt  Colonic,  comrne  m^ritant  toiU' 
Tencouragement  et  Tassistance  que  le  Gouvernem€fnt  de  Sa  M»- 
jeste,  et  les  mesures  Legislative  le  jugeront  convenablesoit  jiar 
liberalite  ou  autrement. 

II  y  a  piuA  de  seize  gros  vaisseaux  employes  aimuellement  4 
Texportation  du  poisson  sec,  uans  le  8ud  de  TEurope,  dont- 
la  p{(ipart6ontconstruits  dans  le  District,  et  aont  dela  premiere 
classe  des  Vaisseaux    Maichands,  et  phis  de  ciftquante  petit» 
Vaisseaux  sont  constamment  employee  pendant  Tct^ 4  commercer- 
lelongde  la  cdte  etvont  de  l.i,  k  Quebec,  4  Hali&x,  et  aux  ■ 
iles  occidcntales. 

Les  Habitfuis  da  District  assurent  que  la  P4cne  i  la  Monie  et 
au  Saumon  diminue  annuellement.  Dans  les  premiers  terns  une 
barge  pouvoit  &i re  troifs  centqnrntduxde  poisson  sec  ;  maihte* 
nant  c'est  avec  beauecup  de  difficultc  qu*elle  en  peut&ire  cent^ 
cinquante.     lis  attnbuent   cette  diminution  a  di verses  causey' 
principaleuient  au  grand  nombre  d*Americains  qui  vont  p^clier 
sur  les  Banes, et  qui  lorsqu'ils  iranchent  leur  poisson  enjettent  ie». 
intestinsa  Teau,  ceqnieloigne  la  Moruede  laC6te,  en  addition 
aux  desavantages  ci-dessus  mentionnes,  t^s  inte^tins  devords 
avec  avidite  anpauvrissent  et  ci^truiseni  le  poisson  par  la  grande 
quantite  d'os  qui  y  sont  atiach^s  et  qu'il  ne  pent  pas  dig^rer  ; 
d'aprds  I'exp^rience  cette  supposition  paroit  bien  fbndee  ;  pea*  * 
dantla  dernidre guerre  Amei'icaine  lorsque  I'entree  du  Golfe  fiit  f 
defendue  aux  P^cheurs  Americains,  bi  peche  a  la  morue  lelong  j^ 
de  la  cote  produisit  plus  que  de  coutume,  depuis  la  guerre  etki  > 
retour  ile  cespficheurs,  elle  a  sensiblement  diminue.  ww*  ^^ 

La  peche  a  Saumon  diminue  si  rapidement  que  Ton  a  tOdt 
lieu  decraindre  qu'elle  ne  vienne  absolument  a  rien,  si  la  L^  « 
gislature  ne  prend  pas  des  mesures  immcdiates  pour  prerenir  la  { 
destruction  cie  cette  espece  jde  poisson  pai.les  abus.alannantcim  i 
s'y  comioeitent,  -^f  "'^(J  vf?  A^fr.'^-,  «mi^'V*;^{fryd3fii  t^ul'i^yuioa^ffw'- 
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ikim\^un^$  Brt  made  that  lome  of  tfiow^onoR>ned  in  tliis 
^shery^  obstract  the  entry  and  channels  of  the  libera  ^th  nets, 
iO  as  to  prevent  the  salmon  from  ascending  ;  that  others,  after 
^  fish  have  surmounted  these  obstructions,  shut  them  up  iff 
«tertain  parts  of  the  rivers  and  destroy  them  while  spawning. 

The  inhabitants  are  desirous  that  some  L^iilatine  regulations 
\f€  made  to  prevent  the  banking  vessels  from  throwing  the  offitl 
9f  their  fish  into  the  sea ;  to  enforce  such  r^ulationt,  we  appre'* 
l)end,  however,  would  be  extremely  difficult  if  not  ]nipractica<< 
ble.    They  also  suggest  that  to  encourage  the  fislnfries,  it  might 
\fe  expedient  to  exempt  from  duty  all  twine  for  nets,  cordage 
^d  fishing  tackle  and  apparatus  necessary  fat  the  fisheries,  and 
to  allow  a  moderate  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  fish-— that  it 
1^  prohibit^  to  fi^  for  salmon  after  the  S9th  July^  or  to  pur« 
chlMie  the  same  fit>ni  the  Indians  after  that  time^  ana  that  the  In-) 
^ns  tbefpyeWea  be  prohibited  from  taking  salmon  afwr  that  pe^ 
riod,  unless  for  their  owii  subsistence ;  and  thetca  no  account 
tjbiey  be  allowe4  to  fish  fer  salmon  alter  the  15th  of  August.  And 
%«Uy  that  to;  obstruct  the  risers  with  nela  be  strictly  fobidderi 
lender  a,  jpenalty.    It  is  believed  that  some  smb  regulations  as 
tjbkeee  wo^iflt  in  a  few  years,  re^ore  the  former  abunchtnte  of 
a^lm^n,  aa^  a&er  the  fishing  season  were  over,  they  would  be  lefe 
i|fi4i8tAiirl^  in  ^eir  spawning  recesses  and  wottld  annually  re* 
people.    The  inhabitants  along  the  rivers,  concerned  in  ihesid'«> 
mon^^ery,  would,  b^sucb  regulations,  liicNiie  equally  enjoy 
t|iie  ^4lWB^tAge8  of  the  hshery  than  at  present ;  as  by  the  obstruci* 
tioiks  complained  of^  many  of  th<3m  labour  under  peouKar  diaad* 
ijantagea^  U  iS)  however,  to  be  observed  tliat  any  regulations  on 
toia  s^fa^ect,  aiifecting  the  River  Riati^ouche^  must  prove  ine& 
^tc^uali,  unless  corresponding  I'c^ulations  be  also  a!aopted  iii 
]^0W-Ek'ttnswick.    We  are  or  opinion  that  the  Act  47tn  Geo< 
Ul^  cap.  IS)  with  some  modifications,  might  answer  the  pur« 
pose.    From  the  impi-actibility  of  providii^  adequate  Legiski- 
tive  regulations  icNr  every  local  and  temporary  incoateoience  ro« 
latiibz  to  the  fislieries,  it  might  probably  be  expedient  to  tnveftt 
t|Me  Grand  Juries  of  the  District,  with  authority  to  make,  at  the 
rfcommendation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  temiiarary  regu;* 
la^ioiu  op  this  subject,  liable  to  the  approbation  ot  the  Qover- 
nor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  rrovince.  q 
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Among  the  subjects  requiring  our  most  serious  attentioa,.  and 
vl^hich  we  probably  shall  find  the  most  difficult  of'  adjuatmeat, 
9fe  the  claims  for  fishing  rooms,  or  beach  lots.  The  most  eligible 
i^tsalongthecoastibrcuring  and  drying  fish  have  been  taken  up 
and  teiuporary  buildings  and  scaffoldings  have,  for  this  pnrpos^ 
been  erected  on  the  brink  of  the  water,  by  the  occupants;,  and  in. 
some  places,  as  it  suited   their  conveuiencei  without  regard  to 


d»« 
rei 
da^ 


5^) 

n^s 


aus 


ttiis 


.  On  Re  plaint  que  quelques  una  de  cieuz  employes  &  cetta 
to^che  obstruent  I'entr^e  et  leg  pasiages  des  Rivieres  avec  des 
nletg,  de  mani^re  a  eropdcher  le  saumon  de  roonter;  et  que 
d*autres,  af  ;^s  que  le  poisson  a  surmontd  ces  obstacles,  le 
renfermenc  dans  certaines  pp'^ties  des  Hividres,  et  ie  ddtruisent 
dans  le  tems  qu^il  fraye. 

Les  Habitans  prient  la  Legislature  de  faire  des  r^glemens 
pour  empdcher  les  vaisseaux  qui  pechent  sur  les  bancs  de  jettet 
dans  la  mer  les  intestins  de  leurs  poissons ;  on  craint  biea 
n^anmoins  quUl  ne  soit  tr^s  difficile,  pour  ne  pas  dire  impos- 
sible, de  mettre  en  force  de  lels  rdglemens.  lis  suggerent 
aussi  qu'il  deroit  convenable  d'encourager  les  pSches  en  ex* 
eroptant  de  droits,  tons  fils  k  rets,  cordages  et  apparaux  n^ces- 
saires  k  la  p6che,  etaux  vaisseaux  qui  la  font,et  d'accorder  une 
l^giire  recompense  pour  rexportation  du  poisson.  Oed6fen- 
dre  de  pdcher  le  saumon  apr^s  le  29e.  de  Juillet,  ou  deTache- 
ter  des  Sauvages  apres  ce  terns,  et  de  defendre  aux  Sauvageis 
mfime  de  prendre  du  saumon  apr^s  ce  periode,  k  moins  que 
ce  lie  soit  pour  leur  propre  subsistance ;  et  qu*ii  ne  leur  soit 

f)erinis  sous  ftucun  pretexte  de  faire  la  p6che  au  saumon  apr^s 
e  15e.  Ao(it.     Et.finalement,  qu'il  soit  d^fendu  strictement 
d^obstruer  les  Rividres  avec  des  filets  sous  une  p6nalite.   L*oii 
crQit  que.de  tels  rdglemens  rameneroient,  en  pen  d'anndes, 
FabcMid^nce  de  saumon  tel  qu'autrefois ;  vA  qu*apr^s  le  terns 
de  la  pdche,  ils  ne  seroient  pas  troubles  dans  les  endroits  oh 
its  se  retirent  pour  iirayer,  et  multiplieroient  annuellement.— > 
Les  Habitans  intdress^s  dans  la  p^che  k  saumon,  le  long  des 
Ri^i^res,  jouiroient  par  de  tels  r^glemens  plus  egalement  des 
avantages  de  la  pSche  quails  ne  le  font  k  present,  v(i  que  par 
les  obstacles  dont  ils  se  plaignent,  la  plopart  d*euX  sont  en 
proiei  ^  des  dommages  considerabtes.    II  faut  cependaunt  ob- 
server qiie  tous  reglemens.  k  ce  sujet,  concernant  la  Riviere 
Ristigouche,  n*auront  aucun  effet,  k  moins  que  le  Nouveau« 
Brunswick  n*en  adopte  desemblables.    Nous  sommesd'opin- 
ion  que  TActe  de  la  47e.  annee  de  George  III,  cbapitre  12, 
pourroit,  avec   quelques  modifications,    remplir    cet  objet. 
Comme  il  est  impossible  que  la  Legislature  puisse  faire  des 
r^glemens  equivalens  pour  subvenir  k  tous  les  inconveniens 
locaux  et  temporaires  relatifs  aux  pScbes,  il  seroit  probable- 
men  t  necessaire  de  rev^tir  les   Grands  Jures  du   District  du 
pouvoir  de  faire,  k  la  recommendation  des  Juges  de  Paix,   des 
r^glemens  temporaires  a  cet  effet,  sujels  k  Tapprobation  du 
Gouverneur  ou  Lieutenant  Gouverneur  de  la  Province. 

!Parmi  les  objets  qui  demandent  notre  attention  la  plus  sd-  -^ 
rieuse,  et  que  nous  trpuveronsprobabljement  lei  plus  difficile*  - 
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the  rights  of  the  proprietors  oix  the  &ont  of  v/hose  groutuds  they 
have  80  built.  On  the  r^uWiops '  which  luay  hereafter  be  in- 
trochicedon  this  subject,  the  Wrmony,  good  order)  <^nd  pi;a9- 
perity  of  the  District  wiU  most  espej^ticilly  dependp  We  havie 
studiously  consulted  the  mo^t  intelligent  per^QQS.  pf  the  District 
on  this  point,  and  although  they  un^niinovply  concfur  in  thj& 
MTtsh  %r  some  piopei'  regulations  ;  they  differ  widely  in  opinjion, 
with  respect  to  those  which  it  might  be  expedient  to  a,4opt.  |c 
is  thougnt  by  some,  that  to  grant  them  wogjd  encourpge  the  pro- 
prietors (o  make  more  substantial  improvements  with  a  yiew  tp' 
the  fisheries ;  as  the  b^re  occupancy  engenders  eiidless  quarrels 
among  the  occupants,  who,  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  res- 

Eective  Uniits,  sometimes  encroach,  on  each  other.    On  the  other 
and,   it  is  contended,  that,  by  granting  the  beaches,  they 
•would  ultimately  &,U  into  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  proprieton^y 
And  thus  turn  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  fisherijes  in  gieneral. 
We  humbly  suggest  the  two  following  propositions  for  conside* 
^nation  :-m First,  to  grant  the  beiich  Tots  in  proportion  U>  thie 
number  of  bargee  to  be  emproyed  in^sheri«s,  giving  the  prelQ- 
drence  to  the  present  occupants  :— Second,  to  Tease  uppn  soch 
terms  as  to  preclude  the  danger  of  monopoly,  the  said  beach,  in 
lots. proportioned  to  the  number  of  barges  to  be  employed,  in  the 
jGsheries.    It  appears  to  us,  that  some  suitable  and  permanent 
regulations  oug^  i  to  be  provided  as  early  as  possible,  to  prevent 
im  many  controversies  which  exist,  and  must  continue  to  fol^ 
low  from  the  present  state  of  things  in  this  respect.    We  are 
not,  however,  prepared  to  submit  to  Your  Exc^lUncy,  the  best 
^regulations  which  might  bje  adopted  on  a  matter  of  such  yit^l 
importance  to  the  ^sheries  ;  sensible  as  we  are,  that  to  innovi^U^ 
precipitately,  might  occasion  incalculable  mischief.    His  MaJ£Sf 
ty's  instiuctions  on  this  subject,  at  divers  periods  since  the  qon- 
Cj|uest,  might,  after  all,  be  the  mo$t  proper  an4  salutar]^  r^^la- 
iiona  that  could  be  devised*  'mi.n' 
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^■^  The  exporta  of  the  District,  besides  fish,  consist  of  Iqmber 
l^d  a  g^iall  quantity  of  peltry.    The  imports  ^Qin^Syrope;  m 
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B  re^ler,  soAt  ceux  qai  concernent  les  pr^fenfionB  artx  etidroifs 
<de  p^che,  oulots.de  grrdve.     II  y  a  d^s  personneg  qui  se  Roht 
empar^eg  desendroits  leti^lQs  conveivabli^d,  Te  longf  de  ia  c6te, 
pour  RRc»ai8onAer  et  s^cher  ie  poissort,  et  oYlt  6ng^  df^s  Mtisses 
temporaires  et  des  ech^fkudM  tl  cet  effi^t  6ur  ie  bord  de  Teaii, 
et  quelques  Uns  sur  lea  Ueux  qui  letir  6tbiei\t  le  plug  avanta< 
geux,  sans  avoirigard  aux  droits  des  Pr6^lri6i aires  dont  its 
ont  pris  le  terrein  pour  faire  leurs  b^itiRsesi.     L'hat*in'onie,  le 
bon  ordre  et  la  pro^p^rit^  du   Di^Btri<it  d^pendVoht  ti'^s-eHsert- 
tiellement  des  r^glem'ens  qui  seront  ei-ap^is  irtiroduita  k  cet 
dffard.     Nouaavons  eonsulte  sbignetiAehient  tea  pc^raoilitea  l^g 
plus  intelligentes  du  District  sur  ce  point,  et  quoiqu'elles  con. 
courent  unaniiueihent  dans  le  d^sir  d'av6ir  des  r^giemen^  con- 
venable»)  elles  dift^rent  beabcoup  dVpii^ibii  relAtiven^etU  4 
ceux  qu'ilseroit  Beoessaired^adppter.     Quielques  drt^  p^nserit 
que  pour  encourager  les  Propri^taires  k  faite  des  tttii^lior^- 
tions  plus  essentielleB  cohceVnaht  les  p^dhi^s,  il  f&udr6it  %s 
conceder,  v&  que  la  simple  prise  de  pOsfiessiori  ehgendred^s 
querelles  sansfin  parmi  les  Pbsse^seurs,  qiii  par  l^nceHitutfe 
de  leurs  limites  respectives  empietent  q'uelquefoii^  led  uHs  kiir 
Jes  autres.    D'un  autre  c6t6  fon  i^retei^df  que  la  tbncesgioH  du 
rivage  tomberoit  i^nalement  entre  les  mains  de  quelques  ri^ies 
Propridtaires  et  qu^ainsi  cela  deviigndroit  ttii  d^navarita^^t]^ 
aux  p6che8eng^iii§ral.     Noiis  prions humblement  decongiderer 
les deUx  propositions  suivaiites.    Premidrement,  d^actorder  les 
lots  de  ^t6ve  en  proper  lion  do  nombre  de  Barges  qni  seront 
emplby^e^  a  la  pS<ihe,  en  donnant  la  pr^i^rencA  anx  pogseg- 
seurs  actuelg.    Secondement,  de  louer  4  deg  tet'Hieg  qui  puiS' 
gent  niettre  k  Pabri  du  roonople  leg  dits  lots  de  grj^ve,  p^op6r• 
tionn^ment  aU  noiobre  de  Bargeg  qui  geront  elnplo^<geg  aox 
p^ehes*    11  noua  senible  que  l^)n  devroit  faire  le  pi  UtOt  pos- 
sible des  r^gletnens  cohvenableg  et  pei'manens  pour  pre venir 
les  disputes  consid^i'ables  qui  existent,  et  qui  Contlnueroiit 
d^exister  taiit  que  V^tat  aetuel  des  cboses  ne  chahgera  pa^. 
Neaniiioins  nous  ne  somnles  pas  prepares  4  sountettre  i  votre 
Excellence  quels  sent  leg  r^glemeng  qu'il  seroit  le  plus  con- 
venable  d'adopter  sur  un  objet  litissi  important  4  la  vie  que  le 
spnt  leg  pScheries,  convainctis  cbmme  nous  le  gomnses,  quJe 
]*on  peurfdit  catiger  des  malheurs  incalculkbleg  en  voulant  in> 
nover  avec  trop  de  precipitation.     Lfes  ingtructibns  qui  ont  ete 
re9ues  de  Sa  Majeste  i  ce  sujet,  en  divers!  terns  depiiis  la  coh- 
quSte,  pourroieiit  aprds  tout  contenir  les  rdgletheh^  l^s  plus 
convenables  et  leg  plus  salutaires  que  Von  pburroit  inv^gtner. 
L'exportation  du  District,  outre  le  pbissouyconsiste  en  bofs 
de  construction,  et  en  une  petite  quantity  de  pelleteries ;  I'im- 
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well  as  from  the  other  DistilctB  of  the  Province,  of  coiirsc,  cof- 
respond  with  their  exports,  and  realize  a   revenue  considerably 
beyond  the  public  expenditure  for  the  civil  ffovemment  of  the 
District.     Ihe  annexed  statistical  table  will  shew  where  the 
trade  is  principally  carried  on,  and  where  the  large  vessels  and 
small  crafts  are  constructed.     The  lumber  trade  has  only  com- 
menced in  the  District  of  Gasp^,  within  four  or  five  years  past. 
In  1818,  four  vessels  sailed  from  thence  laden  with  lumber. '  In 
1819  and  1820,    the  number  was  much  increased;    and  this 
trade,  from  the  abundance  of  pine  in  certaiii  places,  is  suscep- 
tible of  great  augmentation.     On  the  New-Brunswick  side  of 
the  Bay  des  Chaleurs,   it  has  recently  been  carried  on  to  a  very 
great  extent.    Exclusive  of  other  benefits  arising  from  this  trade, 
the  employment  of  a  number  of  hands  in  the  rvinter  season, 
when,  from  the  suspension  of  the  fisheries,  tltey  would  other*- 
wise  remain  idle,  is  a  considerable  advantage.     Strong  reiifion- 
strances  have  been  made  against  the  havock  committed  in  felling 
the  timber  for  exportation,  in  such  quantities,  as  to  threaten 
the  total  destruction  of  that  article :  it  is  cut  down  and  carried 
off  without  regard  to  any  authority,  and  in  violation  Of  re- 
peated injunctions,  by  the  Magistrates,  to  trespassers  to  refrain 
ilroiD  this  kind  of  depredation.     Quantities  have  been  felled 
and  carried  away   by  persons  from  New-Brunswick,   who, 
aware  of  the  weakness  of  the  civil  power  in  that   District, 
come  over  and  audaciously  plunder  the  Crown  lands  of  the 
choicest  pines,  in  defiance  of  the  public  authorities*     From 
depredations  of  this  description,  by  unauthorised  speculators 
ill  timber,  and  from  the  want  of  some  effective  regulations  on 
the  subject,  much  mischief  has  sprung  ;  attended  virith  some 
instances  of  crime  of  the  most  aggravated  and  alarming  nature. 
Should  any  regulations  be  established  on  this  subject,  they 
ought  to  be  so  framed,  as  to  secure  the  useful  pines,  and  at 
the  same  time  afford  an  equal  chance  to  the  Lumber-men  in  ob- 
taining those  G)f  an  inferior  description.  The  regulations  estab- 
lished in  New -Brunswick,  maybe  consulted  with  advantage. 
We,  however,  consider  the  interests  of  agriculture  entitled  to  a 
decided  preference  over  that  of  the  lumber  trade,  and,  therefore, 
'   that  in  every  instance  where  lands  are  required  for  immediate 
settlement  in  that  District,  it  would  be  for  the  public  advan- 
tage, lo  grant  them  without  reserve.     The  provisions  of  the 
Jumber  Act,  we  are  of  opinion,  ou^ht  to  be  extended  to  the 
Bay  des  Chaleurs  and  Ga8p^,an  omission  which  was  overlook- 
led  wh«n  that  Act  was  passed  -        >'* 
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portation,  tant  ^e  VEurope  que  dcs  autres  DistrictB  de  laFro^ 
yince,  correspond  consdquemment  avec   leurs  exportalions, 
et  realise  un  revenu  beaiicoup  plus  considerable  que  n'est   i% 
ddpense   publique  du  Gouvernement  Civil  du  Di8tric^     La 
table  stati8tique  ci-joinle  fera  voir  oi]i  Ton  &it  principalement  lo 
commerce,  et  ou  se  construisent  les  gros  vais^oaux  et  les  ba-> 
teaux.     II  n*y  a  que  quatre  ou  cinq  ana  que  Von  a  commence 
k  faire  le  commerce  de  bois  dans  le  District  de  Gasp^.   -En 
1818,  il  est  parti  de  la  quatre  vaisseaux  charges  de  bois.     £n 
1819  et  1820,  le  nombre  en  a  beaucoup  augmente,  et  vd  Ta- 
bondance  du  Pin  en  certains   lieux,  ce  commerce  est  suscep- 
tible de  beaucoup  d'accroissement.     Au  Nouveau  Brunswick, 
du  cot6  de  la  Bale  des  Chaleurs,  ce  commerce  a  6i6  port6  au 
plus  haut  point.     A  Texclusion  des  avantages  qui  r^sultent  da 
ce  commevce,  le  nombre  de  personnes  employees  dans  I'hiver^ 
Ipi'sque  les  p^ches  sont  suspendues,  et  qui  autrement  mene« 
roient  une  vie  oiseuse,  en  retirent  un  profit  considerable.    Qq 
a  fait  de  fortes  representations  contre  les  ravages  qui  se  con>- 
mettent  en  coupant  les  bois  pour  exportation  en  uue  telle 
quantite  qu^elle  menace  la   destruction  totale  de  cet  article. 
On  le  coupe  etpn  le  transporte,  sans  avoir  ^s^ard  k  aucune  au- 
toritd  et  en  contravention  aux  ordres  rep^t^s  que  donnent  lej 
Magistrats  aux  D^linquans  de  s'abstenir  d'une  telle  depreda- 
tion,    lien  a ete  coupe etemporte  une  quantity  par  des  per- 
sonnes du  Nouveau  Brunswick  qui  eonnoissant  lafoiblesse  di^ 
pouvoir  civil  dans  ce  District,  ont  traverse  la  riviere  et  ont 
pill^  avec  audace  les  plus  beaiix  Pins  des  Terres  de  la  Couroone 
aa  mepris  des  autorites  publiques.     Les  depredations  de  cetto 
esp^ce  coromises  par  des  speculateurs  en  bois  qui  n'ont  aucune 
autorite,  et  le  manque  de  Regleraens  effectifs  A  cet  efiet  ont, 
produit  de  grands  maux,  qui  ei^  quelques  instances^  ont  ete  ac- 
compagnesdecrimesles  plus  graves  et  d'une  nature  alarman^e^ 
^i  Ton  elablit  des  Rdglemens  k  ce  sujet,  on  doit  les  faire  de  ma- 
ni6re4  preserver  les  pins  les  plus  utiles,  et  ^laisser  aux  Mar-, 
chands  de  bois  une  chance  egale  d*obtenir  ceux  qui  sont  d^une 
description  inferieure.    On  peut  consuUer  avec  avantage  les 
Jfl^^lemens  passes  dans  le  nouveau  Brunswick.     Nous  consi-' 
derons  neanmoi.nsque  TAgriculture  doit  avoir  une  preference, 
marc[u^e  sur  le  commerce  des  bois,  et  en  conbequeni!e,  que 
chaqu^  fois  qu'il'est  demande  des  terres  dans  ce  District  pour 
les  eiablir  immediateroent,  il  seroit  de  Ta vantage  public  de  leai 
accorder  gat^s  reserve ;  nous  sommes  aussi  d*opinion  que  lea 
Provisions  de  TActe  des  Bois  devroient  8*etendre  a  la  Bftie  des' 
Chaleurs  et  4  Gaspe,  ces  parties  de  la  Province  ajant  et^  (h 
miseg  lors  de  la  passation  de  cet  Acte«  "'> 
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'ndttoihifltrafTofl  dFju^tfee,  We  fi^fef  io  My,  in  exfr«rtiflk 
If  defective.  The  jarifidictioh  of  the  Plrovincial  Judge  of  Gas- 
^  ts  iim^iled  to  j^20;  nor  can  any  brocess  issue  from  hid  court 
ag4in»t  re^t  property,  las  in  the  otner  Didtricts,  for  Hums  ex- 
ceeditv*  jglO.  Td  those  who  do  bitf^in^ss  extehnively,  thecdn- 
sequenced  81*6  ruinous,  inasmuch  as  they  are  obligred  to  hav6 
r»eourne  to  the  courts  at  Quebec,  for  the  recovery  of  debtf 
exceeding  £90.  The  expenses  of  snitH,  the  distance  and  una- 
voidable delay  that  netessnrily  result,  are  oAen  such  as  to 
render  the  debt  scarcely  worth  the  pursuit,  and  iri  some  instan- 
ee%  it  mig^ht  be  preferable  to  sacrifice  the  debt  rather  than  to 
sue  for  its  recovery.  By  law,  the  Provincial  Judse  cannot 
iiisue  Writs  of  Capias  or  attachment  ;  a  defect  of  which  traders 
kk.iid  other  transient  persons  of  bad  fliith  Ab'mvtimes  take  advan- 
tage. The  influence  Vrfaich  these  dis(],d vantages  must  have  on 
th«  trade  is  obvious :  they  have,  we  conceive,  materially  de* 
Itiy^d  the  progress  of  Che  District.  ^ 

"  The  LaW  ilW^kd'e 'fitii|>!^  jJrovrsioh  Tor  ftie  TiiJTdittg  of 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sles^i'dns,  in  the  District,  in  four  different 
places,  krtd  it  is  the  only  District  in  the  Province  which,  in 
this  respect,  has  been  sd  favored.  The  want  of  a  prison  has, 
boWever,  heretofore  prevented  the  District  from  enjoying  the 
full  advantages  of  this  Law.  At  NiBW-Oarli^le,  in  the  Bay  des 
Chaleurd,  there  is  a  prisori  not  yet  fully  completed,  but  which 
it  is  of  the  utmoiat  importance  to  finish  with  the  least  possible 
delay. '  A  sum  of  ^1,800^  or  thereabouts,  will  be  necessary,^ 
as  well  to  complete  the  same  as  to  pay  certain  arrears  due  by 
tfafe  Commissioners  on  accbunt  of  its  construction; 

The  Act  48th  Geo.  III.  Chap.  ISth^  authorizes  the  erection 
ofi  Gaol  at 'Perce,  (twenty-three  leag^ues  from  New-Carlisle) 
for  which  j^  1,000  were  appropriated  by  that  Act,  thlg  sum 
liaving  been  ascertained  to  be  very  in^tdequate,  nothing  has 
consequently  been  done,  'this  being  a  place  of  much  business* 
and  a  general  rendez-vous  for  shipping  and  trading  crafl,  a 
bujlditig  df  this  nature  ought  to  be  of  the  most  substantial  ma- 
ieyittlsi  The  mnltipli^d  delinquencies  of  the  most  atrd<;iod8 
kind,  such  as  liiurdeht,  burglaries,  arsons;  highway  rob- 
Iberies,  without  ta^lM^  into  account  those  of  an  intbrior  des« 
cription  whidh  retAain  unpunished,  cannot  &il  to  fill  the  peace- 
able  aiid  respectable  inhaoilAnts  with  alarm  ;  while  the  ma- 
gistracy, unable  from  the  lyarit  of  secore  places  of  confinement, 
are  compelled  ttr  tvink  at  the  criine,  rather  than  incur  the  risk 
«f  being  insulted  and  probably  maltreated  in  turn  by  the  cri- 
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Nous  obaervons  a¥«c  regrert,que  radministration  Hq  I0  Jvi- 
ijce  est  trig  dcfectueiise.  La  Jurisdiction  du  Juge  Provincial 
de  Gasp^  est  limits  i^  £^,  Cette  Cour  oe  pfut  fiure  surtir 
aucuiie  actipn  cointre  les  Propri^t^s  r^eliesi  conme  peuvent  Le 
faire  les  Cours  des  aiitres  Districts,  pouy  des  sommes  am  desttit 
de  ^10.  II  en  r^siiUe  des  consequences  ruineuses  pour  oeuK 
qui  font  un  commerce  6tendo,  v(k  qu'ils  sont  obliges  ae  s'adr€»- 
f^r  aux  Cours  de  Quebec  pour  le  recouyrenieot  des  dettes  aia 
dessus  de  ^SO.  Xes  d^peqses  de  Poursuite,  la  distance,  dL 
les  d^lais  inevitables  qui  s*en  suivent  n^cessairement,  font 
souvent  que  la  dette  vaut  k  peine  la  poursuite,  et  en  quelquea 
instances  il  vautmieuxsacrifier  la  dette  qued*en  poursuivre  I0 
recouvrement.  La  loi  ne  permet  pas  au  Juge  Provincial  df 
faire  soKtir.des  Wriis  de  Capias  ou  prises  de  corps  et  les  come 
mcrf  ans  etautres  personnes  paseag^res  do  niauvaise  foi  prennent 
quelquefois  avantage  de  ce  d^faut,  Tiofluenca  que  ces  d^sar 
vant^ijpes  doivent  produiresur  le  commiecce  est  bien  sensible;  el 
nous  concevons  qu'iiA.OAt  ei^AU^UeiiiflQt  x^rdi^  )e9  progcif 
du  District.  '  "X'n^  -"T.  'r  ":'''«"■''*  ""'  '^^^'% 

l^a  Ipi  t^suffisamment  pourvu  a  la  tenue  des  Cours  de  Ssssiona 
de  jQyiifirtier  dans  le  District,  en  quutra  differens  endroita,  et 
ce  Difitrict  est  leseul  de  la  Province  q^ji  h  cet  'gard  a  eti^ainsl 
iavorise.  N^anmoins  le  manque  d*une  Prison  a  empdcb^  ci> 
denrant  le  District  de  jouir  4^  tons  les  avantagea  de  cette  Loi. 
A  laNouveUe  Carlisle^  (^ns  1a  Baie  des  Chaleurs  il  jr  a  une  Pri- 
son quj  n'est  pas  ei^ereoient  acbev^e,  maisqu'il  seroit  de  \bl 
plus  gr^nde  inipoiftance  de  finir  \e  plutdt  possible ;  il  faudrolt 
environ  £ldOQ,  tant  pour  la  finir  que  pour  payer  les  arc^ragoi 
que  doivent  les  Com  in  issaires  sur  la  AStisse  d'icelle.  rr"  ' '  tfl^ 

'■"i 

L*Acte  de  la  48e.  Geo.  Ill,  chap.  13,  autocise  la  B&tisiflt 
d^une  prison,  a  Perc6,  (vingt-trois  lieues  de  la  Nouvelle  Car^ 
lisl^)  pourJaquelJe  cet  Acte  a  approprie  une  sommede  J^IOOO^ 
cpmooe  cet4;e,  sonime  n*a  pas  4ii6  trouv^e  suffisante^  cons4k}oeai» 
nieni  il  n'^en  a  ^i^  rienfait  Perc^  ^tant  un  lieu  de  beaucoup 
dWaJres,  et^leRendez-vousg^n^ral  des  navires  et  des  vats- 
aieunx,  i^arqbands,  il  seroit  necessaire  qu'une  b&tisse  de  cet^ 
iia,tui;e  fut  faiie  des  roat^riaux  les  plus  aolides^  Les  crjqi^a 
muUipliigs  du  genre  le  plus  atroce,  t^l  que  les  ineurtres,  lef 
.Tpls  av(9c  efiiracticn,  les  vols  di^  grand  chemin,  &c  sans.parkr 
dp  ceuxd^une  desciiption infieneurje,  r^pandent ralarmeparmi 
lep,  babitans  paisiblfiset  respectables,  tandis  <]ue  le  Maffist^t 
nuns  pouvoir,  par  le  manque  d'^une  prison  eolide,  e^tob%€de 
Jferme^r  les  yeux  au  crime,  plutdt  que  de  courir  les  riaques  d^6» 
tbre  ifisuUe  et  probablement  naltraite  par  un  mal&iteur  &ih»i> 
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ninal,  bold  in  the  consciousness  that  there  are  no  means  of 
«onlining  him,  however  flagitious  his  conduct  may  be.  Court^ 
ofOyerand  Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Deliverj^  which,  afier 
suitable  prisons  are  erected,  may  occasionally  be  found  neces- 
rary,  would  soonYestore  order,  and  suppre&s  the  many  evils  so 
justly  complained  of  throughout  the  District,  which,  owing 
to  the  total  suspension  of  criminal  justice,  is  scarcely  sensible 
of  the  protection  of  the  Government  to  ^hich  it  belongs,  and 
the  benign  influence  of  the  Laws. 

The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  has  not  been  held  for  many 
years  past,  nor  has  thi°  Sheriff^  summoned  for  that  purpose  any 
H^nd  or  petit  Jury,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  no  precept  had 
ever  been  issued  or  addressed  to  him  to  that  efiect  by  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  under  pretence  that  without  a  prison 
the  administration  of  Justice  must,  by  a  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  be  utterly  ineiFectuah  This  may  indeed  be  in  part 
true^  but  We  are  rievertheless  humbly  of  opinion  that  this  is  not 
a  sufiicient  reason  to  prevent  the  assembling  of  the  Juries  at 
the  proper  set^sons  ^ifd  places,  as  by  Law  required.  B^*  this 
omission  the  District  has,  for  a  number  of  years,  been  deprived 
of  some  of  its  most  important  rights ;  the  representations 
which  might  have  been  made  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  Go- 
Ternment,  by  the  Grand  Juries,  concerning  the  state,  tUfe 
grievances,  and  the  needs  of  the  District,  would  have  been 
attended  to,  as  expressing  the  sense  of  the  population.  The 
little  information  heretofore  possessed  of  the  true  state  of  the 
District  we  attributt^,  in  a  great  measure,  to  this  inexecution 
of  ihe  ]iaw8,  which  must,  no  doubt,  have  been  otherwise  high"" 
}y  prejudicial  to  the  general  welfare  and  improvement  of  the 
Jji^rict.  Several  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  other  respectable 
persons  have,  we  are  well  informed^  long  felt  and  in  vJn  pro- 
tested against  this  negle^^t  in  conforming  to  the  Laws  t  but  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  doubtful  of  their  own  abilities,  and  un- 
skilled in  the  Laws  of  the  Province,  have  thought  it  more 
prudent  to  decline  any  attempt  to  administer  juptice  in  the 
Quarter  Sessions' than  to  incur  the  risk  of  not  strictly  proceed- 
ing accofding  to  the  established  forms  of  Law;  whic£i^  nowever 
conscietitiously  they  might  endeavour  to  discharge  their  duty, 
they  were  not  to  be  supposed  qualified  to  pursue  without  pro- 
fessional aid.  We  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  is  incumbent 
on  the  Provincial  Judge  to  impart  this  aid  to  the  Justices  of 
the  Pelice,  as  the  only  officer  of  professional  acquirements  in 
the  District,  to  whom  they  can  consistently  resort  for  instruc- 
tion in  this  respect.     Indeed  it  seems  the  Law  intended  that 
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di  par  la  conviction  int^rieure  quMl  n'y  a  aiicun  moyen  de  le 
confiner,  quelque  scel^rate  que  soit  sa  conduite.  Apr^s  que 
des  prisons  convenables  seront  blties,  il  seroit  necessaire  d*a- 
voir  de  terns  en  terns,  des  Cjours  d'Oyer  et  Terminer  et  de  D6- 
li V ranee  g€n6rale  des  Prisons,  afinde  retablir  prompteraent  le 
bon  ordre  et  supprimer  les  grands  maux  dont  on  se  plaint  avec 
raison  dans  tout  ce  District,  qui,  vu  la  suspension  totale  de  la 
Justice  criminelle,  se  ressent  i  peine  dela  protection  du  Gou- 
vernement  auquel  ii  appartieut,  et  de  Tinfluence  bienfaisante 
de  ses  lois. 

Depiiis  plusieurs  ann^es  il  ne  a*est  tenu  aucune  Cour  de  Ses- 
sions de  Qiiartier,  et  le  sheriff  n'asomme  ni  grand  ni  petit  Jure 
k  ceteffet,  donnant  pour  raison  que  lea  Juges  C  ^  paix  ne  luia* 
Yoient  jamais  signifi6  ou  adress^  d'ordre  pour  cet  objet,  sous 
prStexte  que  sans  prison,  Tadministration  de  la  Justice  par 
une  Cour  de  Session  de  Quartier  seroit  absoluraent  inefficace. 
H  Ceci  peut  ^tre  vrai  en  parlie,  mais  neanmoins  nous  somnies 
'  hurablement  d'oplnion  que  ce  n'est  pas  une  raison  suffisaute 
pour  einpdcher  d'assembler  les  Jurds  dans  des  tenis  et  lieux 
convenables,  tel  que  la  loi  le  requiert.  Depuis  plusieurs  an- 
n^es  cette  nJgligence  a  priv4  le  District  de  quelques  uns  de  8<f>s 
droits  les  plus  importans.  Les  representations  qu'auroient  pu 
faire  l^s  Grands  Jur^s  ^  la  Legislature  et  au  GouveTneoient 
touchant  I'^tat,  les  abus,  et  les  besoins  du  District  auroient 
dte  regard^es  comme  Texpression  du  sentiment  de  la  popula- 
tion. Nous  attribuons  en  grande  partie  le  peu  de  connoissanco 
que  nous  avons  eu  jusqu^a  present  de  Tetat  du  District  k  rih- 
exdcution  des  Lois,  qui  sans  doute  doivent  -k  tout  autre  egard 
avoir  beaucoup  pr6judic<6  k  la  prospei  ite  et  i  Tam^liorationdu 
District.  Noussomme^}  bien  informes  que  plusieurs  Juges^ 
Paix  et  autres  personneit  respectables  se  sent  longtemsappercus 
et  ont  vainement  proteste  contre  cettc  negligence  k  se  confor- 
mer  aux  Lois,  mais  les  Juges  de  Paix  doutant  de  leur  propre 
capacity,  et  n'ayant  aucunr  experience  dans  les  Lois  de  la  Pro* 
vince,  ont  pense  qu'il  dtoit  plus  prudent  de  ne  pas  essayer  k 
administrer  la  Justice  dans  les  Sessions  de  Quartier,  que  de 
courir  le  risque  de  tie  pas  proc^der  strictement  suivant  les 
/ormf  a  de  Lois  etablies,    qu'on  ne  pouvoit  les  supposer  ca- 

f cables  cfY:^1cuter  sans  une  aide  professionelle,  malgre  tous 
eurs  efforts  pour  s'acquiter  de  leurs  devoirs  equitablement. 
Nousgommes  humblementd'opinionqu'il  devroit  etre  du  de- 
voir du  J  uge  Provincial  de  donner  son  assiotance  aux  Juges  de 
Paix,  comMe  ^tant  le  seul  officier  de  cpnnoissances  legates 
dang  le  District,  i  qui  ils  puissents'adresser  convenablement* 
pourrecevoir  des  instructions  i  c«^t6gard  j  il  paroit  vraimen( 
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thin  officer  should  be  particularly  chaigad  witb  the  principal 
conduct  of  the  Criminal  Ju$>tice  in  the  Diatrict,  the  terwi  of 
the  Court  of  Quarter  liiesiions  being  so  ordained  aa  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Civil  terms,  but  immediately  succeed  them,  at 
;|he  several  places  where  by  Law  the  tatter  are  held. 

In  this  District  there  are  but  two  schools,  one  at  Douglatft 
Town,  in  Gasp^  Bay,  the  other  at  New-Carlisle,  in  the  Bay 
des  Chaleurs.  The  inhabitants  in  other  parts  of  the  District 
universally  desire  the  advantage  of  similar  establishments. 
The  Law  for  preventing  the  introduction  and  spreading  of  in- 
fectious diseases  does  not  extend  to  the  Bays  ofGasp^iand 
Chaleurs.  The  consequences  of  this  oversight  have  been  serious 
"in  the  loss  of  some  respectable  and  VBlut^ble  inhabitants,  by 
contagion,  particularly  at  Gasp^,  by  Vessels  arriving  from 
Burppe  with  infectious  diseaseB^  generated  among  the  pasaeil- 
gers  in  the  course  of  the  voyage,  ^ja.  a  m^kio    ioai^ij  k  H-^si%A 

The  roads  are  generally  in  a  f  ery  bad  state,  and  in  some 
places  impassable,  in  others  they  are  merely  foot-paths  of  from 
three  to  ten  feet  wide ;  in  many  places  there  arr  no  roads  at 
all ;  the  inexecution  of  the  road  Laws,  vi2. 36th  Oieo.  IIL  ^p. 
9(h,  and  48th  Geo»  IIL  chap,  ^th,  isaaiu«eof  mudbrdissatisf 
faction.  ,  Tliese  Laws  do  nptvequire  the  Grand  Voyer  of  the 
District  to  yisit  the  Bay  of  Gasp^^  annually,  whicbisneverihe* 
lefs  necessary.  Thia  pfficer  has  but  th<^  amallv^lfkiy  ^  £50 
per  annum,  as  a  con^nsatfion  for  the  duties  of  bia  oiffice,  and 
the  appoiutment  of  his  Deputy,:  which,  considering  that  hiii 
duties)  are  more  difficult;  in  the  execution  than  those  of  any 
other  Grand  Voyer  in  the  Provineoy  we  consider  a«  tnader 
quate;  and  we  therefore  humbly  submit  the  fpcpedience  of 
enabling  this  officer  su'tably  io  fulfil  his  duties  ;>  otherwise, 
the  improveoient  of  the  District  must  be  essentially  I'etarded. 
The  Road  Laws,  with  the  exception  above  stated,  are,  Wt 
appreheiid,  if  duly  executed^  sumcieot  for  those  places  which 
are  ajire/ody  setUed,  j-|  ^,«iu«sK»fe*'4m'..i;-ie*t^  ^n>fm-  ^mpmmu  ■^f/oii^s 

It  would  bo  easy  to  open  roads  of  communication  throughout 
this  District,  and  the  adjacent  County  cf  CornwalU«,  in  parts 
where  the  existing  Laws  have  not  provided  for  making  them. 
The  roads  which  it  may  I  ^  expedient  to  open  lor  the  particu* 
lar  advantage  of  these  counties,  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
f^uer^^d  wit2i  »i  generid  jgr«i«Bief€^fiMiiuiii«iitiaii  bf4w«e« 


Iff- 

Sue  It  loi  B  eu  intention  de  ^harf^er  parttcoli6r«tDent  oet  officier 
e  la  conduite  principale  de  la  Justice  Criininelle  dan»  le  Ois* 
U*iot,  les  terroes  de  la  Cour  de  Session  de  Quartier  ^tant  dis- 
poses de  roani^re  h  ne  pas  se  tenir  dans  le  mime  terns  que  les 
Termes  Civils,  niais  irom^diatement  apr^s  dans  led  divere  lieux 
oil,  par  la  loi,  se  tiennent  ces  derniers. 

11  n'y  a  que  deux  ficoles  dans  ce  JT  'strict,  l*une  4  Douglass* 
Wov^  diAns  la  Baie  de  Gaspe,  Tautre  4  la  Nouvelle  CarliHle, 
dans^la  jSaiedes  Chaburs.  Les  Habitans  des  autres  parties 
du  District  d^sirentg^nSraleoibntjouir  dj^s  Avanta^esde  sem^ 
blabies  dtabiisseinens. 

La  Loi  qui  previent  Tintroduction  des  maladies  eontagieuseii 
«t  par  14  lesempdcbedeserepandre,  ne  s'^tend  pasjusqu'aux 
Bales  de  UaF^p^  ^t  des  Chal<Hirs  ;  les  eons^quences  de  cet  oublf 
ontet^  des  plus  seriebses,  v(k  quM'a  occasionn^  la  mort  de 
quelques  habitans  respectables  et  estinables,  (^ar  la  contagion 
surtout  4  Gasp^,  o ji  elle  a  4te  appert6e  par  des  vaisseaux  ve*> 
nant  d*£urope,  4  bordde.squeLselle  s'^toit  engendr^e  parmi  les 
.{jjatseagers  dans  le  coursd  11  voyage. 

Les  cherains  sont  gen4raleineot  en  trjis  mauvais  6tat  et  ea 
iquelquesendroitsimpraticablep,  (dans d'autres  il  nWaqu/e  des 
sentiers  detroisA  dix  pieda  de  laf^eeten  plusieura  lieux  il  n'y 
a  point  de  chemin  du  tout.  L'inex^ution  des  Actes  dies  che- 
rains ;  savoif^  de  la  30e.  ann^ede  George  III,  ehapitre  9  et  de 
la  4^>  ann^ede  George  I1I|  phapitre  25,  cause  oeaucoup  de 
ni4contentement.  Ces  Loii  n*obli|^ent  pas  le  Gn^and  Voyer  da 
District  de  taire  Annuellement  1»  visite  de  la  Bale  de  Gcspe. 
cequiDdanmoinsest  n^cessaire.  Cet  OfBcier  nV  qu*un  mo* 
diquesalaire  de  ^^50  pr.  ann^^  tant  en  compensation  ^  de- 
voirs de  son  office  que  pour  Tappointement  de  son  D^put^,  lia^ 
quelle  somnie,  nous  consid<6rohs  n'<@tre  pas  suffiiante,  v0  que 
86S  devoirs  sont  d^une  exf^cution  plus  dimcile  queceux  d'aucun 
autre  Gi'and- Voyer  de  la  Province,  ec  ainsi  nous  soumeitoni^ 
bumblement  qu^il  est  n^ce^saire  de  mettre  cet  Officier  en  etat 
de  les  remplir  plus  convenablement,  autrement  ram^lioration  du 
District  sera  essentiellement  retardi^.  A  Texception  des  obser- 
vations que  nous  avons  &ites  ci-dessus,  nous  pensons  que  les 
Actes  des  chemins,  s'ils  sunt  duetnent  executes,  sont  suffisane 
pour  les  lieux  qui  sont  dej4  ^tablip.    ^        '  ?.  U  ift^ 

Ilseroit  ais^^a'ouvrir  des  chemins  de  communication  par  tbutce 
District,  et  dans  le  Comte  de  Cornwallis,  qui  Tavoisine,  dans  ces 
parties  oiilesLois^xistantesn'y  ontpaspourvu.  Les  chemins  qu^il 
seroit  n^cessaire  d'ouvrir  pour  I'avantage  particulier  de  ces  Com<- 
tes,  peuvcnt  en  mfime  terns  dtre  compris  dans  le  systdme  general 
d^  coptmunication  enire  oette  Province  et  les  Provinces  voisinc^^ 
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this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces  of  Nova-Scotia  and  New** 
Brunswick.  The  frequent  and  melancholy  instances  of  ship- 
wreck along  the  coast,  and  amongst  then^,  the  recent  misfor- 
tune of  Mr.  Thei'icn,  at  Mount  Louis,  with  the  total  loss  of  his 
property,  and  some  lives,  for  the  want  of  assistance,  shews  the 
necessity  of  some  establishment,  such  as  Post-Houses  and  roads 
along  the  uninhabited  parts  of  the  coast,  by  which  the  unfortu- 
nate might  find  some  relief ;  thesumof  d^SOOO,  including  J^  1000 
already  appropriated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Legislature,  would, 
on  granting  the  lands  on  the  road,  so  soon  as  the  same  is  open- 
ed, be  sufficient.  This  aid,  we  conceive,  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  benefit  exclusively  conferred  on  the  County  of 
jGaspe  ;  but  such  as  the  Province  at  large  will  experienc-e  the 
*1ad vantage  of,  from  the  fiicilities  afiR>rded  to  its  trade  and  navi- 
gation. 

The  roads,  which  we  apprehend,  would  be  of  the  mosti  ^me- 
diate use,  are  as  follow  :  that  i«  to  SR,y,  fi'om  Gasp6  Bay  a«,i  oss 
the  Peninsula  to  Grifiin*s  CbVe,  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  ten 
miles— From  Lake  Matapediach  to  Grand  Mitis,  on   St.  Law- 
rence, twenty-four  miles— ^From  the  source  of  the  Ristigouche 
to  the  River  St.  John,  about  thirteen  miles — A  road  from  the 
Basin  of  Gaspe  to  Perce,  over  ungranted  lands,  about  twenty- 
four  miles-i-From  Perce  to  New-Carlisle,  over  the  intervening 
ungranted  lands,  about  twenty-four  miles — From  New-Carlisle 
to  Carleton,   about  nine  miles,  over  ungranted  lands — From 
Carleton  to  Ristigouche,  twelve  miles,  over  ungranted  lands 
•^n-From  Mitis  to  Cape  Chat,  sixty-six  miles — From  C^  pe  Chat 
to  Fox  River,  one  hundred  and  live  miles  ;  and  from  thence  to 
Griffin's  Cove,  about  ^ix  miles.    It  is  to  be  observed,  that  from 
Cape  Chat  downwards,  ^here  are  several  places  where  it  would 
be  necessary  that  the  road  should  pass  behind  the  Mountains; 
and  in  some  places  there  may  be  interruptions  fi'om  ravines  and 
gullies.     These  roads,  it  would,  at  first,  only  be  necessaiy  to 
open  in  a  rough  manner  :  that  is  to  say,  about  twenty-two  feet 
wide,  twelve  feet  of  which  to  be  clear  of  impediments,   (which 
^might  cost  about  ^^10  per  mile,  as  paid  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Internal  Communications  in  the  District  of  Quebec,  for  work 
of  a  similar  description)  leaving  them  to  be  hereafter  improved 
by  the  grantees  occupying  the  adjacent  land,  as  provided  by  the 
Act  36th  G^o  III.  chap.  9.  Those  roads  upon  which  it  might 
*'be  expedient  to  establish  Post-Houses  at  an  early  period,  might 
?kbe  done  with  more  particular  care.     A  line  of  Posts  from  that 
';^ District  to  Quebec,  must,  for  the  above  as  veil  as  other  mani- 
*iest  reasons,  be  of  essential  advantage  to  travellers,  as  well  from 
%Qwp6  and  Chaleuis  Bay,  as  to  those  arriving  firoro  parts  be- 
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de  la  Nouvelle  Ecosse  et  da  Noureau  Brunswick.  Les  exeinpW 
fi'^quens  et  facheux  des  naufrages  le  long  de  la  cOte,  et  siirtoui 
le  malheur  recent  de  Mr.  Th^rien  an  Mont  Louis,  o^  i\  a  perdu 
tout  ce  qu'il  possedoit  et  oi\  quelques  personnes  ont  p^ri  faute 
de  secours,  montrent  la  neceasite  de  faire  de»  Etablisseniens,*  tel 
que  des  raaisons  de  poste  et  des  chemins  le  long  des  parties 
inliabitees  de  la  c6te,  par  ce  moyen  lea  malheureux  trouveroient 
Quelques  secoure.  Une  somme  de  ,:^5000,  y  compris  £1000 
dej^  apprppri^s  pour  cet  objet  par  la  Legislature,  seroit  suffisante, 
en  accordant  des  terres  sur  ces  chemins  aussit6t  qU'ils  seroient 
ouYcris.  Nous  concevons  qu'il  ne  faut  pas  r^arder  cet  aide 
coinme  un  bienfeit  conf^re  exclusivement  au  Comt6  de  Gaspe, 
mais  que  toute  la  Province  en  ressentira  les  avantages,  pavjft^ 
fecilite  que  ceia  donnera  ^  son  commerce  et  4  sa  navigation.  ^ '^T 
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Nous  concevons  que  les  chemins  suivans  seroient  delaj^lufl 
grande  utilit6  :  savoir,  de  la  Baie  de  Gasp^  d  travers  de  1a- 
Jreninsule  k  ia  Baie  GriflSn  sur  le  Fleuve  St.  Laiurent,  environ 
dix  milles — Du  Lac  Matapediach  au  grand  mitis  sur  le  Fleuve 
St.  Laurent,  vingt-quatre  milles — De  la  Source  de  la  Riviere 
Ristigouche  4  la  Riviere  St.  Jean,  environ  treize  milles — Un 
chemin  du  Bassin  de  Ga&p6,4  Perce  k  tmrerg  les  terres  non  con^-' 
cedees,  environ  vingt-quatre  milles — De  Perce  k  la  Nouvelle 
Carlisle  sur  les  terres  non  conced^es,  environ  vingt-quatre  milles. 
De  la  Nouvelle  Carlisle  k  Carieton,  environ  neuf  milles  sur  les 
terres  non  concedees — De  Carleton  a  la  Riviere  Ristigouche^ 
douze  milles  sur  les  terres  non  concedees— De  Mitis  au  Cap 
Chat,  soixanteet  six  milles — Du  Cap  Chat  k  la  Riviere  au 
Renard,  cent  cinq  milles,  etdela  kr  la  Baie  de  Griffin,  environ 
six  mille.  II  faut  observer  que  du  Cap  Chat  en  allant  plusbas, 
il  y  a  plusieurs  endroits  ou  il  seroit  necessaire  que  le  chemin 
pass&t  derriere  les  montagnes,  ct  en  quelques  lieux  il  pourroic 
etre  interrompu  par  des  ravines  et  des  moUi^res.  II  seroit  pre- 
mierement  necessaire  d'ouvrir  ces  chemins  seulement  k  peu  de 
frais :  c*est-tt-dire,  deles  faire  d'environ  vingt-deux  pieds  de 
large,  dont  douze  seroient  d^gages  de  tous  obstacles,  (cequi 
pourroit  couter.  environ  j^  10  par  mille,  ce  que  les  Coramissaires 
des  communications  interieures  pour  le  District  de  Quebec  ont' 
paye  pour  des  ouvrages  d'une  semblable  description,)  les  lais- 
sant  a  ameiiorer  par  la  suite  par  les  pereonnes  qui  obtiendront 
les  terres  adjacenies,  tel  que  pourvii  par  1' Acte  de  la  3Ge.  ann^e 
de  George  IFI,  chapitre  9.  Les  chemins o6  il  seroit  necessaire" 
d'dtabiir  promptement  des  maisons  de  poste  doivent  6tre  fails 
avec  unsoin  plus  particulier.  II  seroit  essentiellement  avantti- 
geux  aux  voyageurs,  tant  de  Gaspe  et  de  la  Baie  des  Chaleurs ' 
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jond  iha  seai  who,  on  makinff  the  poast,  might  find  it  prefera^ 
hU  to  proceed  by  land  to  Quebec.  From  Grand  Mitis  to  Que* 
|>ec,  the  road  is  ali'eady  opened,  and  for  that  part  of  it  which  it 
near  Mitis^  the  country  is  indebted  to  the  public  spirit  of  John 
Macnidcr,  £>quire,  of  Quebec  ;  who,  at  his  own  private  ex« 
per.sQ,  has  cut  several  practicable  parts  of  the  road  over  points 
of  land  between  Rimouski  ;^nd  Mitis,  by  which  means  the  com- 
munication with  the  latter  place  is  not  only  opened,  but  mate« 
rially  shortened.  This  road  is  connected  wuh  that  opened  from 
llimouski  to  Trois  Pist9le8,  in  vi/rtue  of  an  Act  for  tmproving 
the  Inteiiial  Communications,  imfi, 

Wet  have  also  to  o)>«erve^  that  to  accomplish  the  improvemente 
we  have  the  honour  to  suggest,  it  will  be  expedient  that  the 
Proprietoi^  of  ^he  ^igneurie  <m  the  Lake  Matapediach,  in  con- 
|U>rmity  with  the  obligation  of  their  titles,  should  make  some 
^tabliBbments  ,on  that  Seigneurie,  The  land  round  the  Lak^ 
19  0ood  and  abounds  witnii  excellent  timber ;  which,  having  tra- 
Tfi|Ued  over  it,  we  have  ascertained  from  personal  observation. 
A  settlement  on  this  Ijake  would  most  materially  facilitate  th^ 
com^iunicaiion  between  Quebec  and  Ristigouche  as  well  as 
New-Bransivick  ;  and  when  the  public  and  piivate  advanta^ea 
rasuUins  from  such  a  settlement^  are  considered,  the  proprie- 
tprs  of  mt  Seigneurie  couid  not  have  ^ause  to  complain  of  in* 
jiulice,  in  being  called  upon  to  make  an  immediate  settlement. 
^  In  this  Disurict  there  ar^  several  vialuable  rivers,  the  navi^- 
t^on  wh^'eof}  is*  in  some  places,  obstructed  by  the  accumulation 
of  drift  woodf  The  appropriation  ot  a  small  sum  of  money  would 
be  of  great  service  in  removing  these  impediments,  which  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  from  rafiing  down  their  timber  in  safety. 

The  Harbour  and  Be^inof  Ga$p^  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best 
and  most  commodious  harbours  in  Americja  ;  and  is  capable  of 
containing  more  than  three  hundred  vessels  in  the  most  peifect 
security.  It  is  easy  of  access,  and  in  ay  y  probably,  at  some  fu- 
ture dayi  be  of  importance  as  a  rendezvous  for  the  homeward 
and  outward  bo.und  fleets.  At  present,  it  is  frequently  resort- 
ed to  by  sliips  on  their  way  to  and  from  Europe,  meeting  with 
tempestuous  and  adverse  weather  in  the  Gulf.  This  pl^ce  der 
serves  attention  by  persons  skilled  in  nautical  affairs,  and  com- 

g^tentto  g^ve  a  correct  view  of  the  advantages  it  possesses  as  a 
ort.  Applications  have  been  made  for  grants  of  water  lots  in 
the  Basin,  by  several  persons,  which  it  might  be  expedient  to 
grant  under  certain  conditions,  such  as  the  immediate  erection 
of  wb»ry^s  »m^  i^e-^oujB9»  fgr  th«  convenience  of  shipping  and 


«(ue  d*butre  Mer,  qui  pr^fSreroient  se  rendre  k  Qu^M  psf  ttrrt^ 
qu'il  y  eut  des  postes  ^tablies  depuis  ce  District  ju8qu*4Qu4beCy 
tant  pour  les  raisond  ci-dessus  expliqu^es,  que  pour  dVutrai 
iussi  plausiblee.  Dm  Grand  Mhis4  QluSbec  le  cnemin  est  ditik 
ouvertf  oe  Pays  eflt  redevable  au  z^le,  pour  le  bien  public,  de 
John  Ifacnider,  Ccuyer,  de  Quebec,  de  cette  parlie  du  chemin 


qui  est  pr^s  de  Mitis,  ayant  fait  4  see  pjropres  fmis  plusieurs  pai> 
ties  de  chemin  qu*il  a  rendus  praticables  i 


trater*  des  pointci 

non  seulement  ouvrent 

le  rendent 

est  «uvert  de 


joint  celui  qui 
irertu  de  l^Acte  i 


pour  Taoi^iio* 
sera^i 


de  terre  entre   Rimouski  et   Mitis,  qui 

la  commahrcation  avec  ce  dernier  lieu,  mais    aussi 

beaucoup  plus  court.     Ce  chemin 

Rimouski  aux  Trois  Pistoles,  en  vertu 

ration  des  communications  intdrieures. 

^  Nous  devons  aussi  observer,  que  pour  fid  ^^^ 
<»ue  nous  aTons  Thonneiir  de  sug^rer,  il  ser^JPn^cesBaite  q«* 
les  Propriftaires  ck  la  Seigneurie  sur  kr^Lao  MatapMiach  fitseiit 
des  ^tablissemens  sur  cette  Seigrneurie,  en  conformity  des  oblig*^ 
tions  contenues  dans  leurs  titres.  La  terre  autour  de  ce  Lac  eM 
bonne  et  abonde  en  bois  tres  beau,  nous  rarom  parcouruet 
nous  notts«n  sommes  convaincus  par  des  observations  per80ft«i> 
nelles.  Ur  ^tabltssement  sur  ce  Lac  iaciliteroit  tr^s  •SBeiitielle<> 
mtint  la  communication  entra  Qui^bec  eiRisttgouche,  a\iisi  bieni 

3u*aTec le  Nouveau  Brunswick;  et  quatid  on  oonsid^re  qa^ 
oit  r6sulter  des  avantaget  publics  et  particuliers  d'tin  tel^tai* 


bliseement,  les  Propri6taires  de  cette  Seigtieurie  ne  doivent  pM 
erier4  Tinjustice  si  on  les  obliged  feireun  ^tablissemem  imm^dwt« 


navigation 

des  bois  en  Hone,  ii  seioit  trds  utile  d'approprier  une  modiquc 
sommed^ttrgent  pour  ^carter  cev  obstacks  qui  emp^hentliiil 
faabitanadedescendrekurs  boisen  sftret^s.  j^  ^f*^*y' 

h*on  dit  que  le  Hkwe  et  le  Bassin  de  Gaep^  est  Ttin  des  H|« 
▼res  le  meilleur  et  le  plu»  avantageux  de  rAsn^rique,  et  peilt^ 
contenir  plus  de  trois  cens  vaisscaux  dans  la  {rfusparfaite^rc^ 
On  pent  y  entrer  aisdraent,  et  il  devtendrtv  probablement  par  ta 
suite ;d*ane  grande  importance,  comme  le  rendez-vous  des  flot- 
n^  qui  arrivent  d^Europe  et  s*en  retmirnent.  Les  vaisseanac  sur 
leur  touted'Europeetqui  y  Tom  y  entrent  souvent,  kfrsqu'lli^ 
sont  surpris  par  des  temp^tes  dans  le  Golfe.  Ce  lieu  m^ite 
Fattention  des  pevsonnes  exp^riment^es  dans  la  marine,  H  qui 
peuvent  donner  une  id^e  correcte  des  avantages  que  poss^dent 
ce  Port.  Plusieurs  personnee  ont  demand^  qu'on  leiir  accordfit 
des  lots  de  grAve  dans  Je  Bassin,  il  serok  convenable  de  les  lear 
conc6der  sous  certaines  conditions,,  tel  que  de  faire  imm^diate- 
ntent  des  quais  et  de  b&tir  d«i  mag^unnt  pour  raiUit^  de  |a  naTi- 
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trade ;  taking  care,  however,  to  make  suitable  reserves  for  the 

Sublic  purposes,  snch  as  layins  up  and  repahing  vessels,  &c. 
'hisj  we  apprehend,  would  not  oe  attended  with  any  detriment 
to  the  fisheries,  none  being  carried  on  at  this  spot. 
'  /rhe  matters  we  have  thus  submitted  to  Your  Excellency,  we 
consider  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  improvement  of  this 
District,  so  long  neglected  and  so  imperfectly  known  ;  and  we 
consider  it  peculiarly  entitled  to  Your  Excellency's  protection 
and  encouragemant,  as  an  indemnity  foi  the  neglect  which  it 
uniformly  experienced  previous  to  the  solicitude  with  which 
Your  Excellency's  predecessors,  the  late  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Sir  John  Coape  Sherbrooke,  were  pleased  to  receive  the  remon- 
strances of  its  inhabitants.  -«.  j  *s  ;  ■?  ? 
'  By  some,  this  District  has  been  thought  of  no  advantage  to 
this  Province,  and  that  it  ought  properly  to  be  an  appendage  of 
one  of  the  adjacent  Provinces.  This,  we  are  of  opinion,  is  er^ 
roneons.;  as  it  must,  from  its  geographical  position,  become  ati 
tntre'pot  of  trade  between  Quebec,  the  West-Indies,  Nova- 
Scotia  and  New-Brunswick.  The  merchandise  it  receives  through 
Quebec,  would,  if  attached  to  another  Province,  be  subjected 
to  certain  additional  duties.  Our  coasting  trade  would  also  be 
exposed  to  additional  charges  in  entering  and  clearing  out  of  the 
ports  in  that  District.  The  valuable  trade  which  might  be.carried 
on  with  the  South  of  Europe,  by  the  merchants  of  this  Province 
in  common  with  industrious  and  intelligent  merchants  of  Jersey 
And  Guernsey,  would,  no  doubt.be,  in  some  respects,  impeded, 
and  the  demands  for  Canadian  produce  in^  that  quarter  conse- 
Cjuently  diminished  The  returns  to  these  fisheries  from  the 
West-Indies,  the  Mediterranean,  the  ports  of  Spain  anH  Por- 
tugal, will,  soon  or  late,  afford  employ  to  a  numerous  river 
craft.  In  fine,  this  District  gives  to  the  Province  the  command 
of  the  Gulf  trade,  in  which  It  is  more  than  any  other  Colony 
concerned  ;  and,  therefore,:  ought  to  be  maintained.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Islands  of  Anticosti,  Mingan  and  St.  Paul, 
which  properly  ought  to  belong  to  this  Government;  and  so 
true  is  this,  that  Liower-Canada  is  oblij^d  to  maintain,  at  its 
own  expense,  an  establishment  on  Anticosti,  (an  appendage  of 
the  government  of  Newfoundland)  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Quit  navigation  and  to  relieve  and  assist  the  shipwrecked*  . 
iu'I'be  whole,  nevertheless,  most  respectfully  submitted*  M$»iii^;' 

titmyjjs  'filmed)      J.  T.  TASCHEREAU, 

^iH.U.i  ,^»  i;di.ny.  .;;>.  JUCHEREAU  DUCHESNAY. 

-''•'\  .Quebec,  ,27th  December,  18S0.   .  ^M  ^  m--i.m^«di  * 


;;•>,:? 


es  for  the 
ssels,  &c, 
detriment 

lency,  we 
nt  of  this 
and  we 
>rotectior4 
which  it 
th  which 
nond  and 
le  reraon- 

a.ntage  to 
endage  of 
ion,  IS  er" 
ecome  an 
J,    Nova- 
8  through 
subjected 
d  also  be 
out  of  the 
be.  carried 
Province 
of  Jersey 
impeded, 
er  conse- 
from  the 
anH  Por- 
ous river 
command 
!r  Colony 
^he  same 
St.  Paul, 
;  and  so 
in,  at  its 
ndage  of 
:e  of  the 
ed. 
I.     »^^^  ■ 

NAY. 


gatidii  et  du  commerce,  eii  pirenant  soin  ti^hiridms  de  fidre  (ki 
t^serres  n^cessaires  tant  pour  m^ttre  les  vaisseaux  4  Tabri  qud 
txjurlesy  rdparer&c.  nous  coiicevons  que  ceci  ne  nuiroit  nul* 
lement  aux  pfiches,  vu  quHl  ne  s'en  &ii  pas  en  ce  lieu. 

.  Nous  r^gardons  les  objets  que  nous  yenons  de  soumettre  k 
Votre  Excellence  comme  de  la  plus  haute  importance  pour  l*am6^ 
lioration  de  ed  District  si  longtems  ndgligd  et  si  peu  connu,  et 
iious  concevons  qu*il  m^rite  la  protection  et  Tencouragement  de 
Votre  Excellence,  pour  le  dddommager  de  rnubli  dans  lequel 
il  aet^  constaihment  enseveli,jusqu*au  moment  o^  il  a  pl(i  aux 
pr6d^cesseurs  de  Votre  Excellence,  le  feu  Due  dcs  Richmond  et 
Sir  John  Sherbrook,  de  prendre  en  consideration  les  repr^sen* 
iations  de  ses  habitans. 

Q uniques  uns  ont  pens^  que  ce  District  n*6toit  liuUement 
kvantageux  a  cette  Province,  etquMl  seroit  plus  convenable  qu*il 
appartint  a  line  des  Provinces  adjacerites;  cette  opinion,  sui- 
vans  nous,  est  erronnee,  vii  que  d'apr^s  sa  position  g^ographi- 

J^ue,  il  doit  devenir  un  entrepbt  de  commeice  entre  Quebec,  lea 
sles  Occidentales,  la  Nouvelle  Ecosse  et  le  Nouveau  Brunswick. 
SMI  dtoit  joint  4  une  autre  Province,  les  Marchandises  qu'ilre« 
<^oit  par  la  voie  de  Quebec  seroient  sujettes  a  certains  droits  ad- 
ditionnels.  Notre  commerce  en  Cet  endroit  seroit  aussi  expose 
4  des  charges  additionnelles  pour  Tentr^e  et  la  sortie  des  Ports 
de  ce  District.  Le  commerce  considerable  que  pourroient  feire 
les  Marchands  de  cette  Province  avec  le  Sud  de  TEurope,  en  com^^ 
mun  avec  les  Marchands  industrieux  et  exprimentes  de  Jersey  et 
Guernesey  seroit  sans  doute,  k  certains  ^gards,  arr^t^  ;  et  consd-^ 

3uejmment  les  demandes  des  prodnits  Canadiens  dans  cet  endroit 
iminueroient.  Les  retours  des  Isles  Occidentales,  de  la  M^di- 
terran^e,  et  des  Ports  de  I'Espagne  et  du  Portugal  pour  les  pro- 
duits  des  p^cheries  employeront  t6t  ou  tard  un  grand  nombre  d& 
taisseaux  de  Riviere.  Enfin  parle  moyen  de  ce  District  la  Pro- 
vince commande  le  commerce  du  golfe  dans  lequel  elle  est  plus 
interessde  qu'aucuneautre  colonic;  et  ainsi  elle  doit  le  conserver. 
On  en  pent  direautant  des  Isles  d'Anticostie,  de  Mingan  etSt. 
Paul  qui  devroient  avec  raison  appartenir  4  ce  Gouvernement;  et 
ceci  est  si  vrai  que  le  Bas-Canada  est  oblige  d'entretenirun  dta- 
blissement  k  ses  propres  frais  a  Anticostie  (une  des  dependancee 
du  Gouvernement  de  Terre-neuve)  pour  rutilite  de  la  naviga'' 
tion  du  golfe,  et  pour  secourir  et  assister  les  naufrages.  .„  ^ 
Le  tout  n^anmoins  tr^s  respectue daemon  t  soumis. 

I  .«.  (Sign^)        J.  t.  TASCHEREAU, 

L.  JUCHEREAU  DUCHESNAY. 

Qu^becp  S7e.  D^Qembre,  1820. 
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